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Chairperson Doria, Vice Chai r person Garvin, and distinguished members of 

the Cammi tte e . The legislation here under consideration in essence 

memorializes into law the Report of the Commission on the Fut ure of State 

Colleges . I share an ap preciation with the sponsors of this legislation for 

the outstandin g work done by the public-spirited citizens who worked so con-

scientiously to bring forward meaningful improvements to enhance the state 

co ll eg es of New J e rsey . 

Sinre the Commission issued i t s report in Febru a ry , th e re ha'Ve be en 

wide- r anging discussions at each of our nine state coll eges, statew i de 

hearings held by Chancellor Hollander , hours of deliberation and numerous 

recommendations by the Council of State Colleges , and at least two pieces of 

l egislation in t roduced before this body in response to the Commission's 

report, I am providing you, f or the reco r d, copies of a statement issued by 

my office respondi ng to t he Commission ' s report i n Febr uary as well as my 

test i mony be f ore the Chancellor 1n May. 

The outcome of all of this discussion has resulted in a rathe r broad-

based cons ensus a r ound two points . First , that th e descriptions of both 

a ffliction and remedies s uggested by th e Commissio n were astute , accur a te, and 
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correct; and secondly, tha t the methodology fot achieving these remedies, 

namely the creation of a cosmetic entity ca ll ed the University of New Jersey, 

while well-intentioned was misguided and inappropriate - a view as you know I 

share. 

There are discussions tbat will conclude in the coming weel<s i n what I 

believe and expec t to be an unprecedented consensus between the nine hetero-

geneous and diverse state co lle ges, the Depart ment of Highe r Educat:i.on, and 

the Board of Higher Education, on an Initiative which, if successful, wil l 

implement the spirit and substance of the Commission ' s recommendations but 

und er a more appropriate and meaningful governance structure, It is my hope, 

it is my testimony, it is my r eq uest that the sponsors of this bill and the 

members of t h is Committee will defer ac tion on this bill until the higher 

education community comes forward with its initiative and alternative which is 

consistent in spirit and intent with the legis l ation currently before you. We 

have a rare and unique opportunity in New Jersey to bring about a meaningful 

and long-lasting r eform i o the delivery of public collegiate education in this 

state. The significance of the proposed reforms are important and meanin gful 

for the fut ur e of the education of our citizens and our state col l eges. It is 

my ea rne st hope that this Committee, the Leg isl ature , and the Executive will 

s upport the state college consensus and the Board of Higher Education in the 

initiative that I expec t to follow shortly. 

Thank you very much, and I am available for your questions. 


