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My name is George Pruitt orrd I am President of Tllomas A. Edison 

State College, New Jersey ' s statewide nonresident public instituti on 
of higl1er learning for adult students, 

Thank you for the opportun it y to speak on behalf of tile use of 

cable television for adult learning throughout New Jersey, Since 

cable television is part of tf1e telecommunications revolution wl1ic l1 

lws ~ffought drumat ic changes in our society and in our economy, und 

contin ues to change our liv es ~dt11 ever-increas i ng speed, it is only 

fitting tltut we ensure that it oe used effec tiv e iy and pervasiv e ly 

t o make educational opportunities ava ila ble to all citizens. 

Because tne Cable Television Network can deliver education to adults 

in their homes, on their joos, and in their communit y centers, it 

could enuble all motivated and capable adults to earn college 

degrees; teacners and other pro'fessio1 1als to keep up-to-dat e in 

tllcir specialties; v10rkers to leurn to be more productive in their 

current Jobs or to retrain for entirely different Jobs as our 

economy increasingly requires; llnd every New Jerseyian to be at 

least functionally literate . Thus, it could make lifelong, 
continuous education a reality , 

Thomas A, Edison State Coll~ge was founded in 1972 us an 
innovative approacI1 to serving the New Jersey adult lea rner ' s needs 

for higher ~ducation, It became a national model, einulated and 

praised for its unique opproac r1 and abi li ty t o maintain academic 

quality, In 198L, another innovation took place in New Jersey: the 
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found ing of the Coble Television NetHor k . This was an innovutive 

approach to providing public service programming to New Jersey 

residents. It combined public and private efforts , Unfortunately, 

th~ pri Vdte sector commitment is under serious question, whereus the 
public sector has provided the CTN witr1 quality programming in 

public service to our citizens. 
While not putting all of its educationul eggs in one deli very 

basket, Edison State College's plans and expenditure of funds rely 

in part on statewide caole access, Because of our statewide 

miss ion, a s tatewide access system is an absolute necessity for the 

College and its students. 
Edison Stat e College has committed tens of tl1ousa nds of dol l ars 

to the purch ase of programming, and severed thousands of dollars tu 

tile purcr1ase of neH equipment in the anticipation tt1at air time 

would be available over CTN. For those students who liv e in areas 
of the state where tl1e broadcast trunsmission of New Jersey Uetwork 
cannot be received , CTN is their only way to view programming, 
Furtl1er, CTN access figures in Edi son 's strategic planning to 

interface video 011d duta transmission , Linking students through 

personal cumputers and coble ~wuld allow tl1e College to offer New 
Jersey adult learners an easy-to-access, state-of-the-art 

telecommunications systern of lligl1er educatio n. Such a system is noH 
in develop111ent and partially implemented . A number of New Jersey 

Fortune 500 companies ~re committed to participating, Additionally. 

tile College is poised to purticipate. in cooperation with th e 
comwunity college sector., witl1 a large number of businesses amJ 

industries in South Jersey, 
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It is tragic tl1at rJew Jersey -- Hno hos leu tt1e notion in 

state~dde cal>le interconnection - - sl1ould retreat fro111 the 

c r o s s roads at t he mom e n t ~111 en o t 11 e r st a t es a re rn o v i n g r a p i d 1 y a head 
with this technology, A statewiJc interconnect i s unique. It s 

existence positions New Jersey at the cutting edge of tl1e 

u cc e 1 e rut i n g t e l e co rmn u n i c at i on s re v o l u t i o fl , HI I e re t I 1 c i n t e r fa c i n g of 
computers, video, and intera c tive voice transmission is imminent. 

vJho uses this technology? Study after study paints the same 

picture . Students en rolled in television courses arc largely over 
tl1e age of 25, Most of these students ure vrnrkers , Some s i xty 

percent t1old down full-tim e jobs outside their homes; some thirty 

percent work part- ti me outside their homes, Most of the rest are 

housewives, ~,horn \~e all kno\~ work full-time inside their !lames, 

Somewt1at over one-l10lf of these students ore ~wmen, Almost all of 

them , men and women, hove family responsibilities t o fulfill, along 

w i t 11 t I 1 e i r j obs , I n deed , tr 1 e s e st u dent s arc ha rd -w o r k i n g and 
ambitious adults, looking to cable tel evision and its educational 
orogrurnming to help tl1em get a promotion or a rai se, to keep 

up-to-date in their fields, to retrain for new careers. Some sixty 
percent of tl1ese students soy they would not llave enrol led i11 a 
course if it had not been available by tel evision. 

Can we afford to deny this eJucational opportunity to our 

citizens? Con we afford to pull back from tl1e cl10ll enge of the 
t elecommunications revolution? Can we afford not to use this 
technology to keep New Jersey on the competitive edge? We can no 

1,1ore afford to say yes to these quest ions than we can afford to 
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n~place oll the librories wittl shopping mulls. While the rigl 1t to 
eurn a profit is part of our democratic society, Hithout guaranteed 
open access to information and education, there would be no 
democratic society, 

T11e importai1t point is that only by guaranteeing a statewide 
cob l e a cc e s s s y s t em ca 11 \~ e bu i 1 d f o r t he fut u re , Le t u s not w a s t c 
th~ expenditures of ti1ne, money, energy, and creativity which \,ent 

into the creation of CTN, ~Jc need to consider tl1e expansion of 
statewide access, not a retreat from it.Such a commitment would sho~~ 
dividends in tl1c state's most valuable resource -- human capital. 

Such a commitment will yield a handsome payoff in excellent, 

cost-effective education, a more productive state economy, and a 

more vital New Jersey, 
It is my llope that cable television and the cable television 

operators of this state prosper , I hope they produce a fair return 
to their i1westors .. and I l1ope tl1ey have capital available to expand 

and improve their services, but all of us in business and education 
ond in government have a fundamental and underlying responsibility 
to tl1e public welfare, The concept of socia l responsibility in a 
fr t? e -ma r k e t soc i e t y i s e 11 e stab l i s 11 e d and we 11 u n de r s t o o d . Tt1 e 
current proposals to reduce access for educational public service 
programming offends the public interest , We ask your assistance 
this evening in Joining us in protecting the public trust, 

Thank you for your attention, and I am available for your 
questions, 
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