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ORDER OF CEREMONY 

Processional 

"America the Beautiful" 

Welcome and Introduction 

Greetings 

Distinguished Service 
Award Presentation 

"Pomp and Circumstance .. 
by Sir Edward Elgar 

by Samuel A. Ward 
and Katherine Lee Bates 

George H. Hanford 
Chairman. 

Board of Trustees 

The Honorable Douglas Palmer 
Mayor. City of Trenton 

Recipient: 
Rita Novitt 

Conferring of Honorary Degree Dr. George A. Prnitt 
President 

Doctor of Humane Letters. Alex J. Plinio 
l10noris causa 

Commencement Address Alex J_ Plinio 

:vi usical Presentation 

Former President 
The Prndenlial Foundation 

"The Battle Hymn of the Republic .. 
by Peter Wilhousky 
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Conferring of Degrees 

Presidential Charge 

Response for Graduates 

Induction into the Alumni 
Association 

Closing Remarks 

Singing of the 
Alma Mater 

Recessional 

Dr. George A. Pruitt 
President 

Dr. George A. Pruitt 
President 

Arthur Eberhard 

Mildred Koslow 
President. 

Alumni Association 

Dr. Jeny Ice 
Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 

The North Jersey Philharmonic 
Glee Club 

"Semper Fidelis'· 
by John Philip Sousa 

Everyone is asked to stand du.ring the Processional. the 
singing of "America the Beautiful.,. the singing of the Alma 
Mater, and the Recessional. 
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ASSOCIATE IN ARTS 

Ivette C. Acchitelli 
:'v1arie Albin 
James A. Barnes 
Seotta I;-. I3arsdla 
Margaret M. Ueirne 
Anne M. Benesch 
Douglas J. Ulakclcy 
Virginia L. £31eaklcy 
Richard R. Buechler 
Rose M. Burchell 
David Burd 
Carolyn M. Burke 
Joannt· P. Cazin 
Michael P. Corcoran 
Anita L. Croix 
Thomas S. Csapo 
Lynda S. Daiboch 
Margo A. Dand ry 
LaRochelle Daniels 
Cary D. Darr 
Mamie/\. Demerillc 
Ronald E. Dcylon 
Paul R. Erickson. Jr. 
Craig D. Parr 
/\Ian B. FcinsLdn 
Christine F'encl 
Mary i\nn Poley 
Judity I. Forney 
Therese M. Ccnne 
Stac-cy L. Gregg 
/\~nctc E. Crunth 
Lloyd L. Hall 
l~aymond C. I larker, Jr. 
Orville W. I larris, Jr. 
Patricia 1\. I lawkins 
Janl· /\.. Heller 
Haymond /\. I [emphlll 
Dori /\.nn I lorn 
Jerry D. lccnhower 
Donald W. Jolly 
Wilson ~:. Jones 
Crq~ory R. Joyce 
Theodore E. Kessler 
c~rolyn M. Kramar/. 
Swvcn M. Kropp 
Debra 13. Land~berg 
Eli7.abcth E. Lockard 
Bernard C. Lynch 
Susan E. Magee 

Nicholas J. Magos, Sr. 
Maureen F. Marcus 
Joan C. Mccaffrey 
Kevin F. McDonnell 
Dan R. Mele 
Carolyn A. M!Uer 
Deborah K. Miller 
Michael Morrlll 
Judith A Mueller 
Janke L. Muir 
Carol M. Munson 
Brawee D. Najarian 
Jon E. Nerlingcr 
Rev. Wilfred Okorochukwu 
Sally R Parmer 
Dorothy A. Patton 
Joseph/\. Pennipledc 
Rita D. Pepe 
Michelle N. Perlman 
LaurtAnn Plante 
Irene R. Price 
Deborah C. Roger 
William L. Roman 
Dante F. Rosini, Sr. 
Angelo J. Santt•lli 
Lavinia Sapp 
Diane Lee Schafcr-F'roclich 
Mark P. Silno 
Lawrence/\. Silvt·r 
Martin G. Simmons 
Lynda-Sue Smith 
Bettye L. Smith 
Mary/\. Solla 
Dorothy L. Somers 
Edward A. Sweeney 
Timothy W. Taylor 
David I. Thicke 
Esperanza Toledano 
Michael Totaro 
Jnmcs r. Tune 
Catherine J. Van Ordcn 
Maureen L. Vilabilc 
Roger W. Weber 
Sherry Weinstein 
Michael D. Wcllcome 
Carol S. Wick 
David A. Wilson 
/\ltheria E. Wil::.on 
Teresa M. Wojcik 

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE 

Danielle M. Accad 
Donald G. Aldrich 
Michael A Barton 
Robert A. Bell 
Helga Benetatos 
Colvin A. Benjamin 
Lester S. Bohony, Jr. 
Katherine M. Borus 
Brenda M. Boyer 
Douglas D. Buckler 
Donald R. Byers 
Carroll Caillouet 
Daniel J. Carboy 
Frances M. Carney 
George R. Carr, Ill 
Henry A. Chtistoph, Jr. 
Cynthia L. Coleman 
James T. Collins. Jr. 
Harold C. Colwell 
James A. Conway 
Bruce R. Davis 
Michael 11. Di-Leva 
Matthew A. Di'Tomma',(), Jr 
Charles A. Dm·sbac·h. ,Jr 
Elizabeth A. Druzt k 
Joseph A. Dudas 
William B. Duff}• 
Calvin W. Edwards 
James C. Eldrid,gt· 
Linda R. Elliott 
Eric M. Evers 
Kathleen A. Filipponi 
Jo.Jean M. Fish 
David K. Flood 
Trevor F. Foxton 
Glen F. Gardner 
Michael C. Celcius 
Helen B. Glisson 
David Gonzalez 
Patrick D. Core 
John R. Grochala 
Brian C. Hall 
Joyce Heath 
Stanley B. Hepfncr 
James C. Hinkle, Jr. 
Sylvia F. Hyman 
David F. Jimenez 
Al Johnston 
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Frederick N. Kawa 
Carolyn Kehrle 
Jean S. Kessler 
faruquc /\. Khan 
Randolph R. Kiefer 
Gregg R. Kilpatrick 
Susan D. Klcjsl 
Darlene M. Kline 
Kelly E. Kuhs 
WallcrJ. Kyle 
Audrey R. LaF'raneo 
Deborah i\. Lautenbach 
Hobcrl T. Lcndzioszck 
Eric W. Lcscbcrg 
Ronald A. Long 
Maria A. Lucas 
Eduardo E. Martinez 
Stephen J. Mastro 
Cheryl L. McGinty 
DcbrnJ. McKinney 
\llary I'. Michlin 
Christian/\. Miller 
Hnclolfo Miranda 
Archie C. Moore 
Kenneth F. Murray 
Stephen F. Okksak 
Joseph M. Oro::.l 
Larry W. Owens 
Cary C. Owens 
Joan /\. Panacck 
Joseph C. Pl'len:, 
1 larold J. Pickens 
John L. Pietrzyk 
Prederick E. Profitt, Jr. 
James W. Quinnc::Ue. Jr. 
Nicholas z. Raissis 
Anne C. Raj 
Melvin A. Relf 
Francis A. Reynolds 
Clifton E. Reynolds, Ill 
Randy L. Rig~s 
Daniel L. Rodgers 
Suphrana H. Sargeant 
Michael V. Scalingi 
Neil M. Scardone 
Peter R. Searpelta 
Stephen T. Schmitlinger 
Richard A Scott 



Randal K. Sharp 
Hallie A. Six 
Sarah S. Sklar 
Michael R. Smith 
Robert E. Smith 
Anthony T. Sonatore, Jr. 
Theresa B. Stevens 
Joseph W. Slcwart, II 
John L. Talley 
Barbara C. Thomas-Kruse 
William J. Tsompanidis 
James Valle 

Daniel R. Walker 
Paul M. Weichler 
Albert M. Weierman 
David P. White 
David K. Wilson 
Jay S. Windreich 
William U. Womom, Jr. 
James 0. Wright, Jr. 
Barbara J. Zapf 
Sefedin Zherka 
John A. Zirkel 

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE 

Janice C. lliplc 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

Alircza Abolhallaj 
Charles A. Allen 
Joseph T. Althouse 
Audrey J. Ammerman 
Slcphcn F'. Amrein 
Cleopatra J. Anderson 
Maria C. Areitio 
Josephine R. Avery 
James V. Bailey 
John C. Barbaccia. Jr. 
Gerald N. Baron 
Charles R. Bartel 
Sandra M. Ucaulieu 
Randall J. &cker 
Richard J. Bellshot 
I Iarry Benedikt 
Jackie L. 13luckwell. Jr. 
John A. Blair 
Richard J. Bochynski 
Frederick P. Bonnett 
Ellis L. Bouchard 
Bruce f. Brockett 
William P. Brown 
Annie: P. Burgess 
Kcnnclh L. Burkett 
Michael E. Button 
Hobert C. Camano 
Michael E. Cantine 
Phillip C. Capehart 
Joan C. Caslle 
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Kenneth L. Caswell 
Henry T. Chaires 
Chao Chan 
William A. Chausse 
Richard B. Cotton 
Terry L. Cook 
Andrew F. Coppola 
Sheila C. Coulin 
Tcrrcnte L. Crouse 
Gordon M. Curran 
Kenneth E. Davidson 
Bruce R. Davis 
Richard J. DiLuura 
Thomas A. Dunn 
Thomas J. Dunster 
Theodore A. Easlick 
Howard R. Ellis 
Eugene P. Fadeley 
Eri.c T. fanning 
John E. F-tanagan 
Lisa A. Franchini 
Dominick C. frezza. Jr. 
Lawrence J. Galante 
Jose D. Carcia 
Henry J. Gedrich 
Jay B. Gibson 
Thirston D. Gilbert 
James A. Gist. Jr, 
Michael P. Codknecht 
Geraldine I.,. Goralczyk 

Charles A. Craner 
David J. Creehan 
Linda S. Green 
Catherine M. Gunn 
Pete P, Gyening 
Roseanne S. Haldeman 
Joseph T. Hanley 
William B. Hardin, Jr. 
Lois F. Harris 
George S. Hartigan, Jr. 
Ephraim B. Hays 
Carrell P. Hebb 
louis C. Heidenberg 
Bradford J. Hellwig 
Daniel L. Hodges 
Alfred R. Holz 
Maria L. Holz 
Myron C. Hope 
E<lward T. Hottman 
Alex J. House 
Doris B. Hudak 
Mark E. lludson 
Hubert M. I lughes, Ill 
Paul W. Hyman 
Michael K. Hynes 
Abdul G. Kader 
Grace M. Kal~ritc 
Roger W. Kane-
Henry N. Kelly 
Gcor1!c A. Kelman 
PNcr W. Kizima. Jr. 
Remy C. Konitztr 
Richard D. Lane, 
Jeanne A. Lavin 
Joan£. Lee 
Thomas I::. Lcman 
Daniel L. Lenco 
Kevin M. Malone 
Darla M. Mandel 
David 8. Markmvitz 
Stephen G. McBrearty 
John C. McManus 
Mark S. McMillcn 
Steward 8. Minahan 
John J. Molner 
Louis D. Monaghan 
Patricia H. Moore 
Gustavo P. Moreno 
Patricia R. Mowen 
Ralph J. Mulholland 
Albert E. Nadler 
Allan D. Nass 
Jack S. Nielsen 
Njoroge Njuguna 
Janice C. Notter 
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Patrick J. O'Leary, Jr. 
Jonathan L. Olson 
Ethem T. Onay 
Charles S. Palmer 
Kirk S. Parsons 
Dhiren M. Patel 
Michael D. Patton 
Donald M. Peace, Jr. 
Henry E. Peacock, Jr. 
Thomas J. Piscltellt 
John C. Poncln 
Dennis E. Poulson 
Mary E. Quinn-Goldberg 
Cheryl L. Rasmussen 
Kalhleen Rieser 
Madelon S. Riley 
John J. Roman 
Michael T. Rossler 
Michael R Rubino 
James R. Salmon 
Michael G. Scarboro 
James 0. Schneider 
Stacy f. Schwab 
William H. Schween, Jr. 
William N. Sch,vicdcrek 
Lorna M. Shelton Beck 
Peter M. Short 
Daryell R. Sipper 
Thomas B. Sitzler 
Paul Skonieczny 
Kent N. Smith 
Craig S. Smith 
David J. Standaart 
F. Thomas Stead 
Novis 0. Stephens, Jr. 
Jaroslaw F. Sycz 
Anna P. Thalkcn 
Ronald R. Thom 
Patricia A. Tiernan 
Christian 8. Tocatllan 
Theresa D. Tuell 
BruceJ. Tynan 
Maribel Valentin 
Kielh W. Van Laarhoven 
Linda W. Vestal! 
Douglas C. Walsh 
J. Mark Walters 
W. Douglas Weaver 
James T. Webster 
James G. West, Sr. 
Melvin 1\. Williams, S r . 
Catherine E. Wilson 
Susan Witkowski 
Paul E. Yost 
Robert A. Young 



BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Antonio J. Aja 
ChikaC. Akpe 
Susan L. Albert 
Bobby H. J\rmlstead 
Leslie A. Atkins 
John A. Baker, III 
Susanne V. Barnett 
Jasbir S. Bawa 
Pau 1 Bembower 
l larlan A. Betlesky 
Marla T. Blackbum 
Michelle C. Bovasso 
Janke L. Boykin 
Rosa 0. Bralro 
llarold N. Brown, Jr. 
Susan D. Brown 
Edward J. Bruder 
l3ctly S. Bryan 
Patricia M. Bur.rak 
Jenna L. Byrne 
William A. Calise 
Jacqueline E. Calnan 
Caroline M. Capone 
Margarita I'. Castro 
Richa rd C. Chance 
Floyd 13. Cherry 
Chu M. Chong 
Susan B. Clough 
Barbara S. Col!:~er 
Marie Colombo -
Claire M. Cope 
Rebecca 13. Cope 
Lillian E. Corcoran 
Hoger M. Cullen 
Mary J. Cunningham 
Kenneth G. Currie, Sr. 
RobcrtJ. Cuthbertson 
Alice M. Czaplinski 
Denise A. Dalfonzo 
Gopali Dave' 
Augustus C. Davis 
Christy L. Davis 
Rulh Desalvo 
Beverly R. Dean 
Daniel D. De!Gesso 
Kathleen F. Devlin 
Edith M. Dow 
Bruce M. Ely 
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Kathryn A. Ender 
Mildred A. Ericson 
Lisa P. Fallon 
Marc A. Panncr 
Dominick S. F'azio 
Roselee L. Fleming 
Joel C. Pont 
James ti. Pouts 
Stephanie S. 1··ranco 
John P. Preer 
Lena Friedel 
Richard L. Gallagher 
Michael N. Gallinagh 
James 0. Gelsinger 
Susan L. Gcntik 
James Giambusso 
Mary L. Coho 
Aviva Goldman 
Lillian S. Gorham 
Connie S. I lacker 
Melissa A. I !ale 
Lob D. Hall 
John I. llarvcy 
Marian G. I lauer 
Carl lkmmcler. Ill 
Haymond /\. l kmphill 
l'atricia t\. 1 kndt·rstm 
Jame,, 1-:. I knnigan 
Fn:dl'rickJ. I luffman 
Jerry D. lccnhower 
Donald W . Jacob,, 
Thoma!. D. Johm,on 
VirU:inia S. John!>on 
Serge Julien 
Maria F. Kanter 
Laurel J. Kelly 
Robcrt \V. Kirschner 
Thomas G. Kolcsar 
t\dclc 1\. Kovonuk 
Vcrnon Kronenberg 
Dianc K. LaPcvcr 
Lucy A. LaPenna 
Lonnie Lane 
Elain(' C. Lange 
Eugene M. Lazo 
Stcphcn J. Leonard 
Thomas S. Lewis 
Alexander D. Libman 

Patricia B. Looper 
Nora A. Luczak 
Spencer M. Lysek 
RoseC. Ma 
Michael W. Marron 
Karen T. Masciotti 
Cecile E. McJ\uley 
John 8. McCord 
Joseph T. McGrath 
Jane H. Meehan 
Michael Morrill 
Patricia Morrow 
Lissa Morrow Christian 
Anthony M. Navalta 
David I. Nesbit 
Tuyen T. Nguyen 
t\mundsen A. Noice 
Diana F. Nusbaum 
Sarah 0mansun 
William L. Palladino 
Mei-Pei Pao 
Sally R. Parmer 
Polly F. Pa!>S1::, 
James R. Pt>mne 
Karel L. Peterman 
Gracie \V. Pctrak1an 
Theresa M. l'clnk 
Kevin J. Phillip:,, 
Alex A. Punchello 
Julius Raichlc 
Jan F. Reddy 
Klmberly S. Reed 
Kathyjo Reilly 
Joseph J. Riccardello 
Richard W. Richardson 
Carmen E. Riedl 
Louise L. Roberson 
Melissa B. Roberts 
Kenneth W. Rodgers 
Deborah G. Rogers 
Manuela M. Romlng 
Robert S. Rooney 
Belinda G. Rosen 
Andrew Rosenbaum 
Lawrence J. Rudesylc 
Gregory J. Rulter 
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Dorothy l. Ruvel 
I labib Saidane 
I lisham A. Salah 
Anne P. Sarnachson 
Alvaro Sanabria 
Angelo J . Santelli 
Linda M. Sarnowski 
David Scarpa 
Alan H. Schorr 
Nancy J. Semon 
Simi Sharma 
Lawrence A. Silver 
ConnicJ. Simiclc 
Creighton Smilh 
Ucatrtce J. SmiU, 
Ralph W. Soukis 
John Spanton 
Sally A. Steele 
Deborah A. Steelman 
Teresa 8. Stuhlmann 
J. Thomas Summers 
Luther A. Thomack 
£3arry L. Thomas 
Fabian A Thomas 
Pal nc1a /\ Tod1sc-o 
Walter Tompson 
l{cncc L. Tulloch 
John Undcrwood 
Williard £. Valentini, Jr. 
Elaine L. Vanderhoof 
Lahne S. Vincent 
Nancy L. Walson 
Letty P. Walson Thoms 
Edward F'. Webb, II 
Belly S. Weemes 
Alison D. Wchringer 
Sonia E. Wiard 
Danny K. Wilke 
Sandy L. Williamson 
Annabel C. \Vllson 
Mark E. Wise 
lzabela Wojlenko 
Leila 11. Wollman 
CynthlaJ. Yard 
Laura B. Yudof 
Christine M. Zimmermann 



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Barbara A. Abruscato 
Rita S. Ackley 
Dianne C. Asay 
Charles B. Bailey, Jr. 
Mary/\nn Ballman 
Cary Baranek 
Judith W. Deck 
Beverly 13ishop-Burgess 
Marianne F'. Bis marck 
Michael !3. Bos ler 
Elizabelh A. Brady 
Theodore C. 13rukicwa 
Vernon Burt, Jr. 
Rose M. Caballero 
Joseph R. Calta¢rone 
Veronica E. Calvert 
Michael J. Campbell 
Cynlhia L. Cato 
Re nnie F. Chan 
Arthur M. Chris tjohn 
l larold Copeland , Jr. 
Michael T. Da llas 
J enm fcr E. DeLellis 
M ichacl 11. Di -LA·va 
Joseph J. D 1l3!as1. 
Ellen M . Doylt: 
Arthur Eberhard 
Robert 11. Eklof 
Marlon E. EUiolt 
Cindylu P. Entrol 
Alice M. Esposito 
Ste phanie C. Feist 
C harles L. Fessenden 
Christopher L. Fittin 
Che ri H. Frech 
Micha el A. Fusco 
Michael S . Ga rmon 
Frank A. Gibbs 
Donna Ciufurta 
Myriam Goldfeld 
Phyllis H. Gree nberg 
Edward C. Hart 
Diane Y. Jackson 
Marlin J. Jones 
William R. Jordan 
Christos Joseph 
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Paul A. Keyko 
Jeanne W. Kincaid 
Reinhard Kruegel 
Audrey R. LaFranco 
Michael S. Lalrclla 
Michael T. Lehman 
Frederick J . Lewis 
Pe nny Lewis 
Gwendolyn Lockharl 
J oopin Loh 
Adalberto Lopez 
Douglas M. Lynn 
W!lliam H. Marquardt 
John J. McCann 
James Mehalick 
Shawn 0. Michaels 
Robert P. Michetti 
!<-aye J. Mills 
Janice L. Muir 
Lori G. Navalny 
Frank J. Noviello 
Craig W. Nowakowski 
De nnis J. O'Neal 
I lczron M. Osano 
Ba rbara E. Ott 
Marianne F. Pcan,all 
Elizabeth A. Pentolla 
Angel A. Pere?. 
Jane E . Perry 
Patricia M . Perry 
Ted E. Pilahdcs 
Virginia A. Pope 
J ames R. Rennis 
Ma ry E. Richman 
Do nald K. Robinso n 
Ka thleen M. Rura 
Re migius V. Sadauskas 
JoAnne M. Schae fe r 
Benjamin N. Schnur 
John H. Sengstack. Jr. 
LindaJ. Shapero 
Leonard S. Simon 
Regina M. Skinner 
Patricia A. Slaymaker 
Edwin W. Smith 
Robert C. Snell 

Lee E. Snyder 
Stephen E. Spr1ng 
Charles W. Stephens 
George R. Stone 
Jeffrey M. Sweeney 
Tony S. Tellefsen 
Trevor N. Townsend 

Paula Vaughan 
Josephine C. Watts 
Linda M. Williams 
William U. Womom. Jr. 
Edmond I I. Yeo 
Joseph S. Zemel 
George E. Zervides 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

Yvonne I. Berrio 
Do rothy J. Binder 
I renc F. Boyle 
Dorothy A. Caputo 
Rose Ma rie A. Fassbendc·r 
Susan P. Fegan 
No reen K. Haveron 
Carolt: B. Hetzcll 
Chris tine F'. Konow 
Margaret M. Leona rd 

Maryann Macken 
Elaine W. Reed 
Susan J. Renell 
Janel f-1. Sparadoski 
Loui:;c F. Trainor 
Kalhleen L. Wa lsh 
Sharon M. Winn 
CaroleJ. Wisser 
Paula J. Wright-Slekis 

This Commencement Program does not constitute an official 
certljication of graduation. 
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ARNOLD FLETCHER AWARD 

The Arnold Fletcher Award recognizes Thomas Edison State 
College baccalaureate graduates for exceptional achievement in 
independent learning. Students selected have demonstrated 
exC'ellence and have earned a large number of credits using one or 
more or the nontraditional learning modes recognized by the 
College: Assessment of Prior Learning through Portfolio, Testing. 
Guided Study. Correspondence Courses. and Nursing Performance 
Examinations. 

The award is named in honor or Dr. Arnold Fletcher. Vice 
President for Academic Affairs from 1973- 1983. 

The Selection Committee. composed or the Coordinator or Liberal 
Arts Programs, Coordinator or Business Programs. Coordinator of 
Applied Science and Technology and Human Services Programs. 
Director or Nursing Program, and the Dean or the College has 
selected the following to receive the Arnold Fletcher Award at the 
October 1990 Commencement: 

Irene F. Boyle 
Elizabeth A. Grady 

Kenneth E. Davidson 
Arthur Eberhard 
Stephanie Franco 

Daniel D. Del Gesso 
Jay I3. Gib:.on 
Linda S. Green 

Ltlian S. Gorham 
Catherine .M. Gunn 

Carole [3. Hel/.ell 
Richard D. Lang 
John J. Molner 
Sally R. Parmer 
Alan H. SC' horr 

Edwin W. Smith 
Lee E. Snyder 
Betty Weemes 

James G. West 

Graduates wearing the gold colored double honor cords are the 
Arnold Fletcher Honors Award recipients. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The staff of the College wishes to thank the Trenton Brass 
Quintet for providing music for the ceremony: Joseph Scannella 
and John Peraino, trumpets; Nancy Gallagher, horn: Peter Reich Lin, 
trombone: Karl I. Megules. tuba. and Director of the group. 

The staff also wishes to thank the North Jersey Philharmonic 
Glee Club. Members are: 

Hamilton Grandison. Director/Conductor 
Willis Coker. Accompanist 

Norman Abraham 
Rudy Adams 

Clarkson Askew 
Maurice Barnes 
Robert Bryant 

Reginald Bynum 
Ben Champion 
Cohn Charles 

La\\TenC'e Dant.Lier 
,James Freeman 

Glen Gamble 
Leroy Gibson 

Harold Hargwood 
Donald HatTison 
Lorraine Johnson 
Victor Morrison 
David Peniston 
Lany Pleasant 

Carl Preston. Jr. 
Herbert Proctor 

Paul Ray 
Robert Simmons 
AJan Stephens 
Leon Vaughan 

Donald Watkins 
Edward Williams 
Ronald Williams 
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ACADEMIC HERALDRY: 
THE SYMBOLS OF LEARNING 

While the current code concerning the types of academic 
costumes to be used by the colleges in the United States dates from 
1960, distinctive academic dress dates from the medieval 
universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries. The college or 
university commencement procession today is a pageant, alive and 
blight with a dress and ceremony deep in the tradition of the oldest 
universities. 

Academic life as we kown it today began in the Middle Ages -
with Bologna and Palis. Oxford and Cambridge. Edinburgh. 
Glasgow, and Louvain - f1rst in the Church . then in the guilds. The 
teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of Arts, where the 
Bachelor was the apprentice of the Master and the dress was color 
and pattern. the unity of men of like purpose. 1welf1h century 
records of Oxford University carry this justification for academic 
dress: "It is honorable and in accordance with reason that clerks to 
whom God has given an advantage of the lay folk in their 
adornments within. should likewise differ from the lay folk 
outwardly in dress." 

The principle features of academic dress are three: the gown. 
the cap, and the hood. Their design and heraldry were, from as 
early as the eleventh and twelfth centuries in the great European 
universities. the outward sign of the blinging together of students 
and privileged persons under the same discipline. 

To preserve their dignity and meaning. it early became 
necessary for these universities to set rules for academic dress. 
American universities agreed on a definite system in 1895 and set 
up a suitable code of academic dress for the colleges and 
universities of the United States. fn 1932 and again in 1959 the 
American Council on Education revised the code which, for the 
most part. governs the style of academic dress today. 

THE GOWN. The 0owing gown comes from the twelfth century. 
Many think it was worn in olden times as protection against the 
cold of unheated buildings. It has become symbolic of the 
democracy of scholarship. for it completely covers any dress of rank 
or social standing underneath. It is black for all degrees with 
pointed sleeves for the Bachelor·s degree; long closed sleeves for the 
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Master's degree, with a slit for the arm and round open s leeves for 
the Doctor's degree. For the Bachelor's or Master·s degree, the 
gown has no trimmings. For the Doctor·s degree it is faced down 
the front with velvet and has three bars of velvet across the sleeves. 
in the color distinctive of the faculty or discipline to which the 
degree pertains. Of late years, the official colors of the College may 
appear in the gown or its decorations. 

THE CAP. When Roman Law freed the slave he won the privilege 
of wearing a cap. And so the academic cap is a sign of freedom of 
scholarship and the responsibility and dignity with which 
scholarship endows the wearer. Old poetry records the cap of 
scholarship as wquare to symbolize the book. although some 
authorities claim that the mortar board is the symbol of the 
masons. a privileged guild. The color of the tassel on the cap 
denotes the discipline. 

THE HOOD. Since almost all of the students and faculty in the 
medieval universities were clerics (mlnor church ecclesiastics) and 
were tonsured. the hood served to cover the shaved head from the 
cold of unheated buildings. Eventually the hood was superseded 
by the skull cap which evolved into a headdress more or less like 
those in use today. Heraldically. the hood is an inverted shield 
with one or more chevrons of a secondary color on the ground of 
the primary color of the college. The color of the facin~ of the hood 
denotes the discipline represented by the degree: the color of the 
lining of the hood designates the college or university from which 
the degree was granted. 

The Associate degree is a modern degree which dates back only 
several decades rather than cenlruies. In the hierarchy or the 
academic world, the associate degree is the modern entry point. Its 
equivalent in lhe guild of teachers would be that of a junior 
apprentice. 

The hood is not worn by the Associate graduate. The Associate·s 
cap and gown are grey. 
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BOARD OF WGHER EDUCATION 

Albert W. Merck. Chair 
Stephen Wiley, Vice Chair 
Adrienne Anderson 
William O. Baker 
Sister Jacqueline Bums 
Julius L. Chambers, Esq. 
Anne Dillman 
Rabbi Martin Freedman 
Thomas H. Gassert. Esq. 
Robert W. Kean. Jr. 
Carolyn P. Landis 
James J. Marino. Esq. 
Edward J. Meade. Jr. 
Robert Solomon 
Grizel Ubarry 
Deborah P. Wolfe 
Edward D. Goldberg. Aeling Chancellor. ex-officio 
John Ellis. Commissioner of Education, ex-offirio 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

George H. Hanford. Chair 
Christian Yegen, Vice Chair 
Fred J. Abbate 
John K. I3lossom 
Patricia Danielson 
George L. Fricke 
Theodore Kessler 
E. Harvey Myers 
Carole A. Nerlino 
Thomas Seessel 
Thomas H. van Arsdale 
Edward D. Goldberg. Acting ChanceUor. ex-officio 
George A. Pruitt. President. ex-oflkio 
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OFFICERS OF THE COLLEGE 

Office of the President 

George A. Pruitt 
Gerri Collins 
Thomas Streckewald 

President 
Executive Assistant to the President 

Director, Instilutional Planning, 
Research, and Outcomes Assessment 

Division of Academic Affairs 

Jerry Ice 
Dolores Brown-Hall 
Debra Dagavarian 
Thomas Donlon 

Ruth M. McKeefery 
Jack Phillips 
William J. Seaton 

Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Director. Nursing 

Director, Testing and Assessment 
Director. Test Development 

and Research 
Dean of the College 

Registrar 
Director. Center for Directed 
Independent Adull Leaming 

Division of Administration and Finance 

Michael J. Scheiring 

James C. Humphrey 

Carron M. Albert 
F'arouk A. Hassieb 

Vice President for Administration 
and Finance (on leave) 

Aeling Vice President for Administration 
and Finance 

Director. Personnel 
Controller 

Drew W. Hopkins Director. Management Information Systems 

Division of Public Affairs 

Norman C. Crawford. Jr. 
Sonja Eveslage 
Wenlich Green 
Linda Holt 

Ida Ju lian 
Jules Kahn 

Annette Singer 

Vice President for Public Affairs 
Dean. Corporate and Public Partnerships 

Director. Admissions Services 
Director. Communications and 

College Relations 
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Director. College Development 
Director. Financial Aid and 

Veterans Affairs 
Director. Alumni Programs 



ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 
FOR 1990 - 1991 

Jerry lee. Council Chair 
William J. Seaton. Council Secretary 
Lana Browne 
Carla Caputo 
Jerome Clinton 
Ronald Czochor 
Fredric Goldstein 
Michael Helliwell 
Harry Hoitsma 
Dominick Iorio 
Parasarathy Iyenger 
Mary Ann Johnson 
Samone Jolly 
Mariagnes Lattimer 

Eileen Lehman 
Linda Lengyel 
Patricia Mayer 
Charles Nanry 
Daniel Negron 
Alan Oppenheim 
Mary Patrick 
Richard Sandhusen 
Thomas Simonet 
Bernard Sless 
Joseph Talarico 
Jack Waintraub 
Carol Williams 

THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Edward E. Booher 
Andrew J. Brown 
Nicholas L. Carnevale 
John J. Connolly 
Norman C. Crawford. Jr. 
John R. Fischer 
Richard J. Gillespie 
J. Robert Hillier 
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orma L. Horton 
Richard E. Ingram 
George A. Pruitt 
S. John Quattrone 
[ngrid W. Reed 
Michael J. Scheiring 
Thomas Seessel 

ALEX J. PLINIO 

Alex J. Plinio. a Vice President with The Prudential lnsuranc-e 
Company of America and former President of The Prudenhal 
Foundation. has a distinguished history of service to h1~her 
education and an impressive record of executive leadership at one 
of the largest and most respected insurance companies in the 
nation. 

In his current posiHon as Vice President. Individual Insurance 
Services, with the Individual Insurance Senrices Department of 
Prudential. Mr. Plinio is responsible fc)r: initialing new product 
development: negotiating marketing partnerships and agreements: 
and managing marketing communication and service delivery. 

Mr. Plinio joined Prudential in 1972 and was promoted to several 
management positions in public affairs and personnel. He was 
elected Vice President. The Prudential Foundation. in 1979 - just 
two years after its founding- and. in 1982. was elected President. 
Since 1977. the Foundation has awarded more than $94 million in 
grants to educational. cultural and community service institutions. 

Mr. Plinio was named Vice President. Public Affairs. in 1983 in 
Prudential's Corporate OITke in Newark. assuming responsibility 
for social inves1men1s. community affairs and external relations 
support for executive~. In 1988. Mr. Plinio joined the Prudential 
Asset Management Company. a subsidiary or lhe Prudential 
Insurance Company. as Vire President. Marketing. 

Mr. Plinio is well-known Lhrou~hout lhe nation for his active 
service on the 13oard of Trustees of the Counril for the 
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE). Independent 
Sector (IS). the Corporate Advisory Committee of the United Negro 
College Fund. lhe Corporate Associates of lhe United Way of 
Ame1ica. the Corporate Philanthropy Commiltee of the Council on 
Foundations. and the Contributions Council of the Conference 
Board. He as a found ing member of the Council of New Jersey 
Crantmakers and founder of the Newark Collaboration Croup and 
served as its chairman from 1984 to 1987. He was also Chaim1an 
of the Governor's School of New Jersey. 

Mr. Plinio presently serves on the Board of Directors of the New 
Jersey Really Title Insurance Company and Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater. He is chairman of the Foundation Committee of the 
Rutgers Urnversily Foundation. 

Among Lhe audiences he has addressed al workshops. seminars 
and conreren~s are: The Council on Foundations. U.S. Conference 
of Mayors. National Or~anization for Women. United Negro College 
Fund. CASE and the Conference I3oard. In 1982. on behalf of 
Prudential and ils employees. Mr. Plinio accepted the Outstanding, 
Philanthropist Award of the National Society of Fund-Raising 
Executives. In 1987, he received a Presidential Recognition Award 
for community service. 
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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 

0 beautiful for spacious skies, 
Por amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountains' majesties 
Above the fmiled plain. 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good wilh brotherhood 
Prom sea to shining sea. 
0 beautiful for patriot dream 
Thal sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cilie& gleam 
Undimmed by human tears. 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee. 
And crown thy ~ood with brotherhood 
Prom sea lo shining sea. 

Music by Samuel A. Ward 
Words by Katherine Lee Bates 

ALMA MATER 

Here's lo our College 
Our alma mater 
You met the challenge of our needs. 
Age clictn·t matter 
Only our knowledge 
We did indeed 
Dare to succeed 
In college. 

You served our lifelong dream 
You answered every need 
Now on this day we pay you 
Tribute - Honor. 

Here's lo our College 
Our alma mater 
All hail to thee 
Edison Slale 
All hail to thee. 
Thomas Edison 
State College 
All hail to thee 
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The Thomas Edison State College alma mater was composed in 
1984 by noted jazz pianist and recording artist. Roy Meriwether. 

We are indeed fortunate that Roy Meriwelher has chosen lo 
recognize the uniqueness of Thomas Edison State College by 
donating his considerable talents to the creation of our alma mater. 
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