


Table of Contents 

A Message from the President 

College News 2 

Meeting the Homeland Security Challenge 4 

Answering the Call to Service 7 

Alumna Finds Gold in the Intelligence Field 8 

Alumnus Hos Front Row Seat to the Growth of Terrorism 10 

Alumni & Foundation News 12 

"Applause, Applause" (Alumni Updates) Inside Back Cover 

Cover Photo: 
Th omas Edison State College alumna Lori Hennon-Bell, '00, deputy superintendent of the 
Homeland Security Branch of the New Jersey Stote Police is the highest ranking female office r in 
the fo rce. Photo by Jaime Escarpelo. 

Invention is published by Thomos Ed ison Stote College 

Dr. George A. Pruitt 
Pres ident 

John P Thurb r 
Vice President for Public Affa irs 

Morie R. Power-Barnes 
Associate Vice President 

Marketing & Co llege Relations 

Linda J. Strating 
Director of Alumni Affa irs 

Karen E. Hume 
Di rector of Publica ti ons 

Echo R. Fling 
Director of Communications 

Marjorie A. Ellenberger 
Design Specialist 

Thomas Edison State Col lege 
hosts 6th Annua l New Jersey 
Urban Mayors Conference 

Meeti ng the Homeland 
Security Cha llenge 

A lumna Finds Gold in the 
Inte lli gence Fie ld 

Higher Education. 
for Adulu with Higher Expectations. 

fiMessage 
from therfl ·d t '£resz en 



COLLEGE NEWS 
THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE 
AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS TO 
URBAN ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 

Thomas Edison State College has awarded 10 fu ll scholarships to urban assistant 
libra rians to be used for completion of baccalaureate degrees. The scho la rships 
are made possible through the award of $80,000 in fede ra l grant fu nds from the 
Institute of M useum and Library Services (IMLS). 

Celebrating the awarding of more than $1 million in federa l In add ition to the scholarships offered through Thomas Edison State College, 
grant funding are (from left) Michael Scheiring, vice IM LS grant fu nds total ing $497,388 will provide for nine master's degrees in 
president and treasurer, Thomas Edison State College; library science and one doctorate in library science th rough Rutgers University ' s 
Mary Chute, deputy director of the Institute of Museum and Library and Information Science program. The three-year grant funds a partnership 
Library Services; Renee Swartz, chair, New Jersey State between Thomas Edison State College, the New Jersey State Library and Rutgers 
Library Advisory Council; Rep. E. Scott Garrett; and Norma University to create a more diverse workforce in New Jersey's urban libraries. 
Blake, state librarian. IMLS G rant Program recipients who have been awarded scholarships to complete 
their bacca laureate degrees at Thomas Edison State College are Tonya Badillo, Long Branch, N.J.; Desmond Brown, Lakewood, N.J.; 
Dosha Brown, Trenton, N.J. ; Gayenell Burch, Collingswood, N.J. ; M ichael A. Cadena, Union City, N.J. ; Jean Carter, Jersey C ity, N.J.; 
Donita Jackson, New Brunswick, N.J. ; Emi ly Neary, Toms River, N.J. ; Ma lakia Og lesby, Neptune, N.J. ; and Sharon Shrieves-Ward, 
Trenton, N.J. 

"It is a great honor to have been selected as one of only 1 0 recipients in the entire state of New Jersey," said Cadena, who works in 
the Union City Publ ic Library. " Not on ly will I be able to continue my education without the expenses, but I wil l a lso be able to continue 
helping my community in Union City." 

Badillo who works at the Long Branch Free Publ ic Library noted, " I'm tru ly honored to have been given th is grant, which offers me 
the chance to obtain my bachelor's degree. My goal is to obtain my master' s degree and become a librarian so that I may aid in 
bridging the cultura l and dig ita l d ivisions that exist today. I wil l work hard to ensure that a ll people enjoy equal access to the amazing 
resources our libraries offer." 

The recipients in the scho larship prog ram have agreed to continue to work in New Jersey ' s urban libra ries or library education for 
at least two years after completion of their education and to respond to annual surveys rega rding their career progress. 

"Through this partnership, the state of New Jersey will be able to prepare students with the ski lls and knowledge needed for careers as 
librarians and future library leaders in underserved urban communities," said Dr. Maxine E. Lentz, vice provost for Academic Partnerships & 
Outreach. " It has been developed to serve as a national model to recruit and educate a multiethnic workforce for the 21st centu ry. As the 
grant stated, 'The need for a new generation of librarians is great; the need for a mult iethnic workforce for urban libraries is greater."' 

THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE TO HOST 
32N° ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT 

Thomas Edison State College's 32nd Annual Commencement will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, O ct. 16, 
2004, in the Patriots Theater of the historic Soldiers and Sailors' War Memoria l in Trenton, N.J. At th is yea r's 
Commencement, the College is conferring 1,788 degrees to graduates-from across the United States and 
throughout the world- who have completed Thomas Edison State College degrees. Approximately 250 
graduates are expected to travel to Trenton to march in this year's Commencement processiona l. 

Kenneth A. Shaw, chancellor emeritus of Syracuse University, will present the Commencement address 
and receive a Doctor of Humane Letters honoris causa. A distinguished leader in higher education for more 
than 30 years, Shaw has served as vice president and dean of Towson State University, chancellor of the 
Southern Illinois System and president of the University of Wisconsin System. Shaw has been recognized for 
his accomplishments through such honors as the Theodore Hesburgh Award and the CEO Leadership 

Award bestowed by the Council for Advancement and Support of Education. 
Those interested in lodging accommodations during the Commencement weekend may contact the Trenton Marriott at Lafayette 

Yard hotel. Located ad jacent to the Soldiers and Sailors' War Memorial , the hotel is offering a special discount rate of $90 per night 
to those attending Commencement ceremonies the weekend of Oct. 15- 17. For more information, cal l the hotel' s toll free number at 
(800) 228-9290. Please mention that you wil l be attending the Thomas Edison State College Commencement. 

A featured event of the weekend will be the Thomas Edison State Col lege Alumni Association's second annual New Graduate and 
Alumni Reception on Friday, O ct. 15, in the Mercer Room of the Trenton Marriott at Lafayette Yard from 7-9 p.m. The Alumni Association 
invites all graduates and a lumni to the reception, which wil l feature a cash ba r and light hors d'oeuvres. 

The Alumni Association and the Office of Alumni Affairs are again holding the traditional "Putting Him/ Her Through" (PHT) Banquet. 
Often it is the family, friends and co-workers who encourage the graduates to stop at nothing to achieve their dreams. This is an oppor-
tunity for alumni to honor their support system whi le they were working toward their degrees. The banquet wil l begin one half-hour after 
Commencement ends and will be held in The George Washington Ball room of the Soldiers and Sailors' War Memoria l. 

For more information about the reception and the banquet, please contact the O ffice of Alumni Affairs at (609) 984-1588 ext. 2089 
2 or via e-mail at alumni@tesc.edu . 

COLLEGE NEWS 
DR. GEORGE PRUITT ELECTED TO STATE BOARD 

Dr. Geo rge A. Pruitt, p res ident of Tho m as Edison Sta te College, was recently e lected to a two -year term a s presi-
dent o f the New Jersey Presidents' Council. The 50-m em ber Council consists of representatives o f the sta te ' s public 
and private universities, co lleges and community col leges. The Counci l ma kes recommendations to state government 
on such h ig he r educat ion issues a s new p rog rams, reg iona l a lliances, budget and student a id leve ls, licensure a nd 
the statew ide h igher education master p io n. 

Pruitt, e lected to the new post by peers o n the Council' s 15-member executive board, assumed his d ut ies o n Ju ly 1. 
Serving w ith Pru itt o n the board ore D r. Edwa rd J. Yow, president, County College of Morris, who was e lected vice 
choir; Sister Rosema ry Jeffries, president, Georg ian Court College, w ho wi ll serve as board secreto ry; a nd Richa rd L. 
McCormick, p resident, Rutge rs, The State University of N ew Jersey, w ho w ill serve as board treasure r. 

THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE HOSTS 
6rH ANNUAL NEW JERSEY URBAN MAYORS CONFERENCE 

Thomas Edison State College 
hosted the 6th Annua l 
Conference of New Jersey 
Urban Mayors, Superintendents 
and School Board Presidents on 
May 26, 2004 . Keynote speak-
ers for this year's conference 
were Lau rie M . Rich, assistant 
secretary for Intergovernmental 
and lnteragency Affairs, U.S. 
Department of Education, for 
the morn ing address, and 

Librera brings more than 3 0 
of educational experience 

as a teacher, principa l and super-
intendent to his position as New 
Jersey's 27th commissioner of 
education. His experience has 
spanned preschool education 

Dr. William L. Librera , 
commissioner, N.J. Department 
of Education, for the luncheon 
add ress. O ther participants 
included Tom Jannarone, direc-
tor of Urban Affai rs for the New 
Jersey Association of School 
Administrato rs; Edwina M. Lee, 

From le ft: Fritz Edelstein, senior advisor, U. S. Conference of Mayors; 

to higher education. Librera's 
remarks focused on Abbott-
related issues and concerns 
regarding the Abbott budget 
submitta l process. He opened 
the door for a new col labo rative 
effo rt between the New Jersey 
Urban Mayors ' Associat ion, the 
New Jersey School Boards 
Association, the New Jersey 
Urban Superintendents 
Association and the New Jersey 

Dr. Joseph Youngblood II, executive director, The John S. Watson Institute for 
Public Policy at Thomas Edison State College; Laurie M. Rich, assistant 
secretary for Intergovernmental and lnteragency Affairs, U. S. Department 
of Education; and Douglas H. Palmer, mayor of Trenton, N.J. recently attended 
the 6th Annual Conference of New Jersey Urban Mayors, Superintendents 
and School Board Presidents at Thomas Edison State College in Trenton, N.J. 

executive di rector of the New Jersey School Board Association; 
and Doug las H. Pa lmer, mayor of Trenton and president of the 
New Jersey Urban Mayors' Association. 

As assistant secretary for Intergovernmental and lnteragency 
Affairs for the U.S. Department of Education, Rich advises the 
U.S. secretary of education on education and other legislative 
matters pending before state and local governments. Her 
keynote presentation focused on the improvements in education 
quality as a result of the implementation of the No Child Left 
Beh ind Act. Rich reinforced the president's position of higher 
standa rds, increased accountability and teacher tra ining. She 
d iscussed efforts being undertaken around the nation that 
illustrate the effectiveness of No Ch ild Left Behind . Extensive 
and engaging dialogue emerged from the question and answer 
period as pa rticipants inquired about the adaptability of No 
Chi ld Left Behind to urban settings in New Jersey and how/ if 
its policies are an asset or a hindrance. Overall, Rich's rema rks 
increased awareness and insight into the No Chi ld Left Behind 
policy and ideology. 

Department of Education to 
begin to remedy some of the issues regarding the budget 
process. Librera spoke candidly and passionately about Fra nces 
Abbott and his ded ication to seeing all students in the state of 
New Jersey succeed. 

The conference included a program introduction by Dr. Joseph 
Youngblood II, executive directo r of The John S. Watson Institute 
for Public Po licy, and a welcome address by Dr. G eo rge A. Pruitt, 
president of Thomas Edison State College. Remarks were made 
by M ayor Pa lmer, Jannarone and Lee. 

David W hite, urban field services representative, New Jersey 
School Boa rds Association, moderated a panel discussion on the 
topic of " Recla iming O ur Seats at the Table: An Introspective Look 
at the Role and Involvement of Abbott School Boards in the Abbott 
Debate." Panelists included Joyce M . Kersey, Trenton Board of 
Education; Austin G umbs, Perth Amboy Board of Education; and 
Roderick L. Pianelli, Phi llipsburg Board of Education. 

The conference, sponsored by Thomas Edison State College, 
attracted 43 mayors, superintendents and school board presidents 
from urban cities throughout New Jersey. 3 
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ANSWERING THE CALL TO 
SERVICE 

When Charles Schu lz was a boy 
growing up in Jersey City, N.J., little 
did he dream he would describe his 
adu lt life as "a rol ler coaster ride." 
As an underwater explosives demol i-
tion expert who is a lso good at free -
fa ll parachuting, Schulz' s life has 
been filled with sig nificant ups and 
downs. A l 7-year veteran of the 
Secret Service, Schu lz has served his 
country al l of his adu lt life. 

The 44-year-old al umnus of 
Thomas Ed ison State College joined 
the U.S. Navy after graduating from 
high school. Du ring his eight years in 
the military, he beca me an expert in 
explosive ordnance disposa l. "The 
Navy also taught me how to jump 
out of a irplanes," sa id Schu lz. 

In 1987, Schulz applied to the 
Secret Service. "They were looking 
for people with my unique ski ll set 
and they brought me on," he said. 
Although there is a requirement for a 
college degree for acceptance into 

FOR EVERY GUY WITH 
SUNGLASSES YOU SEE 
WALKING NEXT TO THE 

LIMOUSINE, TH ERE 
ARE 80 INDIVIDUALS 

WHO HAVE WORKED TO 
MAKE IT HAPPEN. 

the Secret Service, Schulz said that this 
was waived in his case. The idea, said 
Schulz, was that he would earn his 
bacca laureate degree at a later time. 

Like most students at Thomas 
Ed ison State Co llege, Schulz had to 
ba lance work and fa mily responsibili-
ties. For security reasons, he declined 
to give specifics on his ro le at the 
Secret Service, but a heavy travel 
schedu le made it impossible for him 
to attend classes in a trad itional 
setting. "I did an on line search and 
found Thomas Edison State College," 
sa id Schulz, who graduated in 
June 2004 with a Bachelor of Arts 
deg ree in psycho logy. He has been 
accepted to graduate school at both 
The Johns Hopkins University and 
American University but has yet to 
decide at which school he wi ll pursue 
a master in publ ic administration 
degree this fa ll. 

"When I left the Navy and went into 
the homeland security field, th is was 
way back before it was fashionable," 
said Schulz. Like many in his field, 
Schulz has seen the sweeping changes 
in attitude toward homeland secu rity 
and the scramble by governmental 
agencies to meet the new challenges 
posed by internationa l terrorism. 

"This has been a big learning 
curve," sa id Schu lz of the post-Sept. 
11 era . "We (governmenta l agencies) 
are do ing the best we can in this new 
environment. " Schulz cites the explo-
sive growth and demand for security 
and exhorts the public to be patient 
while he and others in his field are 
" learning new ways to do their jobs-" 

In many cases, Schulz said, 
the cultu re and ways of 
operating are evo lving to 

meet the new chal lenges. "In 
many respects, we are 

learning as we go," he 
said. "People need to 
understand that we've 

never gone through any-
thing like this before." 

"We sti ll have a big 
job ahead," sa id Schulz, 

who notes that governmental agen-
cies like the Secret Service are facing 
a dearth of qua lified personnel. "We 
have two cu ltures here at the Secret 
Service-the seasoned professiona Is 
are getting ready to retire and there 
aren't enough new people coming 
. " in . 

Schulz and his colleagues would 
like to see more high-qual ity individu-
als seek out ca reers in public service. 
"The Secret Service, is on ly accepting 
two out of every l 0 applicants," he 
sa id. "I know that it takes a certain 
disposition and phi losophy to work in 
th is field . Not everyone is well suited 
to work here. " 

Noting that agencies like the Secret 
Service wil l not lower their standards 
of acceptance, Schulz encourages 
those who may be thinking of serving 
their country to go ahead and apply. 
"The younger generatio n needs to 
take up the mantle of publ ic service ." 
Schulz, who is married and a resident 
of Northern Virginia, is the father of 
th ree sons. The eldest is fo llowing in 
his father's footsteps and is serving in 
the U.S. Navy. 

The security needs of the country 
have changed radica lly, and Schulz 
warns that things are going to get 
worse before they get better. " For 
every guy with sunglasses you see 
walking next to the limousine, there 
are 80 individua ls who have worked 
to make it happen," he said . "This 
demonstrates the huge logistica l 
need to get the job done. Th is is 
why we need dedicated people to 
get involved." 7 
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H ow does a stay-at-home mom in Hopewell, 
N.J., end up being one of the top intelligence 
analysts for the New Jersey state division of 

criminal justice and policy expert for the U.S. attorney 
general? Just ask Marilyn Peterson, who credits her 
love for writing, a keen sense of logic and a couple of 
lucky breaks as the principal reasons for her success in 
an unusual field. 

Peterson, who graduated from Thomas Edi on State 
College in 1991 with a Bachelor of Science in Human 
Services degree, volunteered with the League for 
Women Voters during the 1970s, when h was the 
primary caregiver for her young on. "I had attended 
Temple University in the 60s," sh aid . "But I never 
finished my degree before I marri d." a volunteer, 
Peterson learned that she lov d t writ . During the 
next 12 years, Peterson m v d nin times as her 
husband advanced hi car r. Wh n th couple later 
divorced, Peterson found h r If a ingle mother with 
no college degree and n I y h r v I u n Leer service to list 
on her resume. "I wa ar I a I L make ends meet," 
she recalled. 

"That's when I started writing," Peterson said from 
her office at the N.J. Division of Criminal Justice 
where she holds the title of management improvement 
specialist. In the early days of her career, Peterson 
found work as a freelance journalist, making $8 an 
aiticle writing for the Chestnut Hill Local, a weekly 
newspaper in the Philadelphia area. "I wrote about 
local government and did an investigative series on the 
South Eastern Pennsylvania Transit Authority 
(SEPTA), which got a lot of attention from people in 
Harrisburg," she said. 

In 1980, Peterson got a break that would jump-start 
her career as an intelligence analyst. Her freelance 
writing caught the attention of the Pennsylvania Crime 
Commission. Although she had not earned her college 
degree at that time, she was approached to do some 
consulting work. After three months, she was hired full 
time as the special assistant for communications. 

After 24 years in the fi eld , Peterson has worked gang 
and narcotics cases. She ha leuthed through bank 
records in search of m ney laundering, and she has 
become one of th nati n's experts on organized crime. 

rules of operation. "One big issue 
we have found is the need to balance 
the needs of government with respect 
to information that is gathered with 
the people 's right to privacy." 

Peterson has participated on 
several intelligence policy formation 
task forces at both the state and 
national levels. In 2003, she partici-
pated in the Global Intelligence 
Working Group to develop the 
National Criminal Intelligence 
Sharing Plan. Representing the 
intelligence analysis sector, Peterson 
and others came up with 28 recom-
mendations on the gathering and 
handling of information obtained 
during intelligence operations. The 
group 's recommendations were 
approved by U.S. Attorney Gen. 
John Ashcroft in Mar h 2004. 

has been lauded for her work in the 
field. She was honored in 1996 
with a lifetime achievement award 
by the Society of Certifi ed Criminal 
Analysts, has receiv d s v ral ervice 
awards from the International 
Association of Law Enforcement 
Intelligence Analysts and received a 
Citation for Exceptional Service in 
the Public Interest from the FBI in 
August 2000. 

When she is not mining intelli-
gence data or developing intelligence 
policy, Peterson likes to stay at 
home and watch television, curl up 
with a good mystery novel, work on 
complicated crossword puzzles, 
work in the garden or walk her dog. 
It should come as no surprise that 
her favorite show on television is 
"The Sopranos." 

9 



ALUMNUS HAS FRONT ROW SEAT TO 
THE GROWTH OF TERRORISM 

The first time most Americans 
had heard the name Osama bin 
Laden came after the Sept. l l 
atta cks . In the wake of the smoke 
and rubble of the World Trade 
Center and the Pentag on, the 
average Ameri can woke up to fin d 
that international terrorism had 
finally hit U.S. soil. For many in th is 
country, this came as a shock a nd 
a surprise . For Thomas Edison 
State Co ll ege alumnus David Cid, 
the inevitable day had come . 

"We've known about bin Laden 
for years," sa id C id , who reti red 
after a 20-year career with the FB I 
where he served as a terrorism and 
counterintelligence specialist. "His 
name came up in connection with 
the Philippi ne Air cras h and the 
bombing of the USS Cole," he said . 
According to C id , while the FBI and 
other members of the intell igence 
community knew about bin Laden 
and other terrorist cell network 
activities, the ru les and chain of 
comma nd restrictions in place at 
the time made it impossi ble for 
informatio n shari ng. "We coul dn't 
even tal k to each other," lamented 
Cid . " It was absurd ." 

Cid is one of the few terrorism 
experts whose lengthy career path 
in the intelligence communi ty 
provided a front row seat to the 
growth in internationa l terrorism . 
A Vietnam veteran , Cid has 
experience as a principa l 
investigator for some of the FBl' s 
most high profile cases. Thi s g ives 
him a un ique historica l perspective 
on the genesis of te rrorism. 

"When I started o ut in the FB l's 
Newa rk fiel d offi ce, international 
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terrorism was viewed as 'extremism' ," 
said Cid , who is now pres ident of 
an international security consulting 
company. "Terrorism was an after-
thoug ht and not seen as a national 
securi ty issue. The government 
viewed it as a law enforcement 
issue." Cid described that a typical 
respo nse by the U.S. govern ment 
would have been to send in the FBI 
to investigate bombings . As a 
member of the FBl's internationa l 
crisis response team , Cid traveled 
overseas to investigate the bombings 
of the U.S. Embassy in Tanzan ia 
and the Khobar Tower bombi ngs in 
Saudi Ara bia. "The process was 
just not working," said Cid . 

Cid re lates a slow shift in 
emphasis from "chasi ng ba nk 
robbers" to "focusing on terrorism ." 
He a lso pursued some of the 
nation's most notorious spies . 
Assigned to the FBl's National 
Security Divisio n in Washingto n, 
D.C., Cid investigated the John 
Wa lker and Aldrich Ames 
espionage cases. 

W hile serving in the FBl 's 
M inneapolis offi ce in 1993, Cid 
superv ised the first successfu I 
prosecution under the Biologica l 
Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 
1989. He a lso investigated the 
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Bu ilding in O klahoma City. In both 
cases, the perpetrato rs were home-
grown anti-government extremists. 
But, according to Cid , the tide 
tu rned after Sept. l l . 

"Things have changed in a 
dra matic way," said Cid . " Befo re 
the hijacki ngs, the agency had 26 
intell igence analysts; today there 

A Vietnam veteran, 

Cid has experience 

as a principal 

investigator for some 

of the FBl's most 

high profile cases. 

This gives him a 

unique historical 

perspective on the 

genesis of terrorism. 

are more than 900." Accordi ng 
to Cid, even the communication 
restraints that had long held back 
agencies have been lifted , a 
change he credits to the passage 
of the USA PATRIOT Act in 200 l . 

to be most effective, particularly 
in Afghanistan ." 

people decide the terrorists won't 
have their way, then the terrorists 
will just give up and go away." 

" Now we have the political will 
to use a ll the reso urces available 
to us," said Cid. "The willingness 
to use the military has been the 
biggest change and, as a result, 
we have not experienced 
terrorism in this country in two 
and a half years ." Often 
frustrated as an investigator on 
foreign soi l, Cid feels that a 
military response is more effective 
in matters of terrorism than 
sendi ng in the FBI. "You can send 
in a militia to deal with a foreign 
threat; you can't se nd in the FBI ," 
he said . "This strategy has proven 

Accord ing to Cid , who recently 
retu rned from speaking at an 
internationa l conference on 
terrorism in the Czech Republic, 
homeland security will be "the 
central national security concern 
for the next l 0 years ." International 
terror cells continue to be active 
worldwide. Cid was disappointed 
by the reaction in Spain to the 
train bombings in Madrid and the 
resulting influence on that 
country's national elections . 
" What happened in Spain only 
encourages the terrorists, " said 
Cid . " If we give up, they'll win ." 
Cid points to the lessons learned 
by the Irish during the last half 
century. " It took the Irish 50 years 
to catch on, " he said . " If the 

Cid is certain that there will be 
more terrorism. "Terrorists have 
gotten more complicated in their 
methods," he said . "We' re not 
su re if they will continue with 
complex tacti cal operations or will 
shift to suicide bombings ." 
Whatever the future may bring, 
Cid feels the new tools given to 
counterterrorism experts and the 
shift in attitude by the governm ent 
have significantly increa sed the 
country 's prepared ness for 
another attack. "The battl e 
against terrorism won't be 
resolved in our generation, but 
perhaps will be in the next." 

AGENT FOR POLICY CHANGE 
With the immense popularity 

and acceptance of distance 
education that today's students 
enjoy, it is hard to imagine a time 

when its legitimacy was called into 
question . David Cid faced such chal -

lenges more than two decades ago . Thanks to his 
tenacity and advocacy efforts, Cid managed to change 
govern ment po licy. 

After Cid was honorably discharged following his 
tour of duty in Vietnam, he returned home to begin his 
education at age 21 . He attended Villa Maria Co llege 
in Buffalo, N.Y., where he earned an associate degree 
in 1975. Afterward , he went to work when his GI ben-
efits ran out. His goal to complete his bacca lau reate 
degree kept him going to classes. Along the way, he 
attended several institutions, including Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey, and Wa ke Forest 
University in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

"I had not stayed in one place very long and had 
quite a few cred its from different places," he said . " I 
wanted to get my four-year degree as efficiently as pos-
sible . Then I heard about Thomas Edison State 
College ." Cid enrolled, transferred in his credits and 
completed his Bachelor of Arts degree requirements in 

1980. " I immediately applied to the FBI, " he said. 
To Cid 's surprise, the FBI originally turned him down . 

"They told me that my degree had to be from a 'tradi-
tional ' school and Thomas Edison State College was 
not on their list," he said. "I felt that was fun damentally 
unfair." 

After six months of appeals to the FBl 's director of 
personnel and "many, many letters" later, Cid was suc-
cessful in getting the policy changed. He was accepted 
into the FBI in 1981. 

Cid retired from the FBI after two decades of service. 
At the time, he was working out of the bureau's 
Oklahoma City office. "We had moved several times 
during my career, and I promised my teenage children 
that there wou ld be no more moves," he said . Today, 
Cid is president of Salus International, a security con -
sulting firm that provides crisis management and coun-
terterro ri sm services to hospitals, the military and 
Fortune 500 companies. An adjunct professor at the 
Unive rsity of O klahoma, Cid was appointed to the 
boa rd of directors of the Memorial Institute fo r the 
Prevention of Terrorism by Gov. Frank Keating . He and 
his wi fe Karen are the parents of an 18-yea r-old son 
and a 15-year-old daughter. 

11 
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Alumni and Foundation Ne\Vs 
From the Alumni Association 

At its May meeting, the Board of Directors of the Thomas Edison State Col lege Alumni 
Associa tion voted unanimously to adopt two national organizations as part of its service mission : 
The American Cancer Society and Habitat for Humanity. 

Alumnae Marjorie Carnevale and Carron Albert are actively involved in these two organ izations 
and will be including the Alumni Association in future planning discussions that will encourage and 
facilitate volunteer participation for Thomas Edison State College a lumni throughout the country. 
Additiona l detail s will be made availab le as plans are developed . If you wou ld li ke to rece ive 
personal updates and/ or are a lready invo lved with these two orga niza tions in your area, please 
let us know by e-mai l at a/umni@tesc.edu, by phone at (609) 984- 1588 ext. 2089 or by mail at 
l 0 1 W. State St., Trenton , NJ 08608-11 76 . 

Regular mo nthly meetings of the Alumni Association are schedu led throughout the year. For a 
comp lete calendar listing, visit the Alumni & Friends page of the Thomas Edison State Co llege 
Web site and click on "Scheduled Meetings ." All alumn i are invited to attend these gatherings, 
which are held at the Co llege from l 0 a.m. to noon on each sched uled Saturday. The Alumni 
Association's annua l meeting will be held o n Commencement day, Saturday, Oct. 16, 2004 . 

New Referral Program 
The Office of Alumni Affa irs and the O ffice of Admissions have initiated an Alumni Admiss ions 

Nomination Program , designed to make it eas ier for a lumni to promote and advocate on beha lf 
of the Co llege by placing specific names in nom ination for undergraduate or graduate admission . 
If you would like more information about this program or wou ld like to nom inate someone, 
please let us know by e-mail ing your contact information to a lumni@tesc.edu. 
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Annual Golf 
Classic a Success 

Bob Moore (lef t)jimn Becker/Jani Inc. won closest to the 
pin on the 7th hole. John Thurber, vice president f or 
Public Affairs at Thoma Edison State College, presented 
the award. 

The beautifu l and cha llenging course at the 
Sea O aks G olf Club was the venue for the l 0th 
Annua l Thomas C. Streckewald Golf C lass ic on 
June 7, 2004 . The 88 go lfe rs who pa rti cipated 
in th e event held in Little Egg Harbor Townshi p, 
N.J. , we re pleased with the scenic but 
demand ing go lf course not far from the Jersey 
Shore . Sponsored by the Thomas Edison State 
College Foundation , the event ra ised $38,000, 
which increased the Streckewald endowment to 
more than $200 ,00 . Sun Nationa l Bank was 
the Eag le Sponsor again this yea r. 

The foursome from Rider Unive rsity, 
Curt Blake, Don Harnum, Brian Kane and 
Ron Wa lker, came in fi rst in the scramb le. The 
foursome from Perot Systems, Brian Malo ney, 
G reg Mi ller, Gary Kloch and Bi ll Sicklesm ith, 
took second place. Gus Letti ere from Lear & 
Pannepacker, LLC, won the putting contest, and 
Curt Bla ke won the C ircle of Gold . 

First place men's and women's individua l 
gross winners were Victor L. Co leman from 
Fair Cleani ng Service and Marcia Scheiring, 
respecti vely. Bill Torpey from Merril l Lynch 
Banking Group won the first place overa ll net. 
Bob Moore from Becker/ Jani Inc. won closest 
to the pin on the 7th ho le, and Ron Wa lker 
won closest to the pin on the 14th hole. 
Longest drive went to Don Harnu m, and Curt 
Hockfeld won the Beat-the-Pro, a new and 
well -received addition this year. 

NUOpep SMaNUOpep 

''Applause, Applause'' 
Information for Invention 

New Job? Promotion? 
Award? Marriage? Baby? 

Did you move? 
If it's news to you, it's news to us! 

We invite you as a member of our family of Thomas 
Edison State College alumni to tell us about the exciti ng 
things happening in your life. Let us know what is new with 
you since you graduated from Thomas Edison State 
College, or how your experience at the Co llege changed 
your life and we may include your updates in a futu re issue 
of Invention . To contact us, please fill out the form below 
and mail it to : 

Thomas Edison State College, Invention Editor, 
l 01 W. State St., Trenton , NJ 08608-1176; 
fax it to (609) 984-1376; or e-mail your good 
news to lnvention@tesc.edu . 

You may include photos to accompany your news. 
Items wi ll be publ ished as space permits. 

Thank you for this opportunity to better serve our valued 
Thomas Edison State College alumni fam ily. 

Company ___ _____ Title _______ _ 

Street Address ---- ----------- -
0 Check he re if this is a new address 

City, State, Zip ______________ _ 

Day Ph one (, ______ _________ _ 

Even ing Ph one ( ___ _________ __ _ 

E-mai l Address ----------- -----
0 Check here if this is a new e-mail address 

C lass Year ____ Degree _ _ _______ _ 

Information for Invention ------------



''Applause, Applause'' 
Christopher J. Agans 
'02 BSBA Organizational Management 
Christopher J. Agans received an 
MBA from Centenary College in 
Hackettstown, N.J. 

Lt. Col. Deborah G. Allen 
'92 BSBA Human Resources Management 
Lt. Col. Deborah G. Allen has been 
promoted to battalion commander 
in the New Jersey Army National 
Guard. 

Ray Blanco 
'86 BA Humanities 
In June 2004, Ray Blanco, the 
president of Edge Entertainment, 
won the Democratic Party primary 
election for the office of Councilman-
At-Large. The election was held for 
a citywide seat in Plainfield, NJ. 

Wesley T. Carter 
'79 BA Social Science/History 
After graduation from Thomas Edison 
State College, Wesley T. Carter 
earned a commission in the U.S. 
Air Force. Carter, who was injured 
overseas during the Gulf War and 
medically retired with the rank of 
major, now resides in Oregon. 

David B. Castro 
'99 BSBA 
David B. Castro graduated from 
Thomas Edison State College in 
1999. He is currently president of 
Merlin's Pest Control located in 
Rockaway, N.J. , and has been 
installed as president of the New 
Jersey Pest Management Association. 

Laure A. Dekis 
'01 ASM 
In 2001 , Laure 
A. Dekis gradu-
ated from 
Thomas Edison 
State College, 
with an 
Associate in 

Science in Management degree. 
Dekis has recently been promoted 
to marketing director for Care4You. 
Dekis stated that "Thomas Edison 
State College provides a feasible 
way to pursue educational dreams 
while employed full time." 

Suzanne E. Falcone 
'91 BSBA 
Suzanne E. Falcone received an MS 
in management from the College of 
St. El izabeth in Morristown, N.J., on 
May 15, 2004. 

Ondina Jeffers 
'82 BA Social Sciences/History 
Ondina Jeffers has been honored 
by the United Federation of 
Teachers for her outstanding 
contribution to community service. 

Elizabeth S. LeBlanc 
'99 BA Liberal Studies 
Elizabeth S. LeBlanc graduated 
from Penn State Dickinson School 
of Law in Carlisle, Pa ., in May 
2004. While attending law school, 
LeBlanc participated in the Phillip C. 
Jessup International Law Moot 
Court Competition, where her 
team won the regional second 
place memorial. 

Daniel Loss 
'00 BA Chemistry 
Daniel Loss was promoted to audi-
tor I/coach at TEVA Pharmaceuticals 
USA in North Wales, Pa. He has 
been employed with TEVA for two 
years. On Jan. 28, 2004, Loss and 
his wife Jennifer celebrated the birth 
of their son Nathan Jacob. 

Salvatore M. Mazza 
'01 BSAST 
Salvatore M. Mazza is currently 
employed with the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Technical 
Center at the Atlantic City Airport. 
He is currently working on a project 
that supports the Airspace Analysis 
and Modeling Group of the FAA. 

James McGrath 
'93 BSAST 
James McGrath has received 
certification as a Project Manager 
Professiona I from the Project 
Management Institute, Inc. 

Mark Murranko 
'93 BSBA 
Mark Murranko is employed as a 
New Jersey State Trooper in the 
State House Complex Security Unit 
and is in his third year of law school 
at Rutgers Camden. 

Ellen C. Newman 
'03 BA Liberal Studies 
In March 2003, Ellen C. Newman 
graduated from Thomas Edison 
State College with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in liberal studies. Newman is 
currently employed at Ramapo 
College of New Jersey in Mahwah, 
N.J., as the dean of the School of 
Administration and Business. 

Steven Paden 
'02 BSBA 
Steve Paden graduated from Thomas 
Edison State College in September 
2002. Paden has been accepted 
into the MBA program at Old 
Dominion University in Norfolk, Va. 

Mary K. Parslow 
'91 BSHS 
Mary "Kathy" Parslow has received 
her PhD in health and nutrition. 

Eon J. Ramnarine 
'02 BA Computer Science 
In May 2004, Eon J. Ramnarine 
was promoted to systems specia list 
in the area of Global Information 
Services at Tellabs Operations. 

Lea Bayers Rapp 
'89 BA Journalism 
The Garden State Journalist 
Association awarded Lea Bayers 
Rapp first place for a public rela -
tions campaign. 

Cheryl Schuck 
'03 BSHS 
Cheryl Schuck graduated from 
Thomas Edison State College in 
December 2003. Schuck has begun 
working on a graduate degree in 
human services and criminal justice 
through Concordia University in St. 
Paul, Minn. 

John Vernon Shepard 
'03 BA Liberal Studies 
John Vernon Shepard married the 
former Christine Anne Craven on 
Nov. 22, 2003. Shepard is currently 
a student of commercial piloting 
at American Flyers in Pompano 
Beach, Fla. 

Jeffrey L. Steffm 
'00 BA Foreign Language 
In 2000, Jeff Steffin graduated from 
Thomas Edison State College with 
a BA in foreign language. Steffin 
has recently been admitted into 
the master's program in translation 
and interpretation at the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies in 
Monterey, Ca lif. 

Edward L. Ward 
'03 BSAST 
Edward L. Ward has been accepted 
into the School of Business at 
Western Washington University in 
Bellingham, Wash. 

Kenneth Williams Sr. 
'02 BA Political Science 
Kenneth Williams Sr. is pursuing a 
Master of Arts in Political Science at 
Long Island University in New York. 

James L. Wright Jr. 
'97 BA Social Science/History 
On March 20, 2004, James L. 
Wright Jr. married the former 
Marie Lynn Case of Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 
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