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it was time for Hankins, of Pennsville, N.]. , to 
announce his name at the Commencement ceremony, 
he quoted the late basketball coach Jim Valvano. 
"Never, ever, give up," said Hankins, who recently 
endured a multiple bypass surgery. 

LLEGE FOUNDATION 

This is also the time of year that we recognize 
those who have made significant contributions to 
the College and to society. In October, the Thomas 
Edison State College Alumni Association recognized 
individuals who have made outstanding achieve-
ments to their professions, to society and to the 
Alumni Association. The honorees profiled in this 
issue of Invention are Dr. Jaime Quinones, '98, 
recipient of the Alumni Association's Outstanding 
Professional Achievement Award; Dr. Karen 
Brundage-Johnson, '00, recognized with the 
Outstanding Service to Society Award; and Joseph 
McNamara, '97, honored with the Outstanding 
Service to the Alumni Association Award. 
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out at the graduates who filled the auditorium at the 
Patriots Theater of the Soldiers and Sailors' War 
Memorial. Their stories of per everance in pursuit of 
their educational goals exemplify the commitment to 
adult education that we at the College celebrate. 
Our students have made th ir ducation a priority, 
and many spoke about how th y hoped co be an 
example to their children. 

Graduates such as Gary Hankins, who completed 
his Bachelor of Arts degree in hist ry never gave up 
on their dreams of obtain in a 11 ' g degree. When 

The Thomas Edison State College Foundation 
also recognizes special individuals when it bestows 
the Spirit of Edison Awards during its November 
Gala. This year the Foundation honored Al 
Maghazehe, president and CEO of Capital Health 
System, with the Spirit of Edison Award for 
Community Leadership; Barbara Armand, '93, 
president and CEO of the Armand Corporation, 
with the Spirit of Edison Award for Distinguished 
Alumni; and Maria P. lmbalzano, Esq., of the Stark & 
Stark law firm, with the Spirit of Edison Family Award. 

The College is proud to recognize the accom-
plishments of these individuals. We trust you will 
enjoy reading their stories in this issue of Invention . 

Sincerely, 
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For Adults with Higher Expectations. 
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from therf> ·d t rresz en 

Dear Alumni, Students and Friends, 

Fall is the time to pause to recognize the achieve-
ments of the graduates and friends of Thomas 
Edison State College. Excellence is the hallmark of 
everything we do here at the College, and in this 
issue of Invention , we are pleased to highlight the 
many individuals who have shared their outstanding 
contributions with us. 

It was with pleasure that I sat on the dais at our 
31st Annual Commencement ceremony and looked 
out at the graduates who filled the auditorium at the 
Patriots Theater of the Soldiers and Sailors' War 
Memorial. Their stories of perseverance in pursuit of 
their educational goals exemplify the commitment to 
adult education that we at the College celebrate. 
Our students have made their education a priority, 
and many spoke about how they hoped to be an 
example to their children. 

Graduates such as Gary Hankins, who completed 
his Bachelor of Arts degree in history, oever gave up 
on their dreams of obtaining a college degree. When 

it was time for Hankins, of Pennsville, N.]. , to 
announce his name at the Commencement ceremony, 
he quoted the late basketball coach Jim Valvano. 
"Never, ever, give up," said Hankins, who recently 
endured a multiple bypass surgery. 

This is also the time of year that we recognize 
those who have made significant contributions to 
the College and to society. In October, the Thomas 
Edison State College Alumni Association recognized 
individuals who have made outstanding achieve-
ments to their professions, to society and to the 
Alumni Association. The honorees profiled in this 
issue of Invention are Dr. Jaime Quinones, '98, 
recipient of the Alumni Association's Outstanding 
Professional Achievement Award; Dr. Karen 
Brundage-Johnson, '00, recognized with the 
Outstanding Service to Society Award; and Joseph 
McNamara, '97, honored with the Outstanding 
Service to the Alumni Association Award. 

The Thomas Edison State College Foundation 
also recognizes special individuals when it bestows 
the Spirit of Edison Awards during its November 
Gala. This year the Foundation honored Al 
Maghazehe, president and CEO of Capital Health 
System, with the Spirit of Edison Award for 
Community Leadership; Barbara Armand, '93, 
president and CEO of the Armand Corporation, 
with the Spirit of Edison Award for Distinguished 
Alumni; and Maria P. Imbalzano, Esq., of the Stark & 
Stark law firm, with the Spirit of Edison Family Award. 

The College is proud to recognize the accom-
plishments of these individuals. We trust you will 
enjoy reading their stories in this issue of Invention . 

Sincerely, 
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Noted loca l businessman 
Nicholas L. Carnevale of 
Princeton, N.J. , a mem-

ber of the Thomas Edison State College Board of 
Trustees since 1995, was elected chair of the Board 
on Sept. 12, 2003. The 11-member Board of 
Trustees is a vo lunteer group of business, civic and 
commu nity leaders. The Board oversees the plan-
ning, development and operations of the College. 
Carnevale' s term will run through September 2005. 

Carneva le is the retired cha ir of Walter B. 
Howe, Inc., Insurance and Real Estate. He is a 
graduate of Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in marketing 
and management. A Certified Life Underwriter, 
Carnevale has an extensive background in the life 
insurance industry, having held positions with The 
Equitable Life Assurance Society and The 
Manufacturers Life Insurance Company. 

A longtime supporter of the College, Carneva le 
has been a member of the Thomas Edison State 
College Foundation Board of Di rectors since 1986. 
He served as chair to the Foundation Board from 
1992 to 1997. Appointed by the Board of Trustees 
to serve as its liaison to the Thomas Edison State 
College Foundation in 1992, Carneva le continues 
to serve in that role. Prior to his election as cha ir of 
the College's Board of Trustees, Carnevale served 
as vice chair for a yearlong term. 

Carnevale is active in professional and community 
affairs. He is an associate of the Lea r Alliance, 
Princeton, N.J. , and past boa rd member of the Trust 
Company of Princeton. 

"Nicholas Carnevale has been a dedicated 
member of the Board for many years and has 
given the College his unwavering support," said 
Dr. George A. Pruitt, president of Thomas Edison 
State College. "His business expertise and strong 
commitment to the College wi ll be invaluable as he 
chairs the Thomas Edison State College Board of 
Trustees. He is a true friend of the College. " 

The Kelsey Building Clock, the signature image of 
Thomas Edison State College, was returned to the 
far;ade of the historic building after several months 

of restoration. Alexander Horn, selected by the New Jersey 
Building Authority (NJBA) to lead the team of craftsmen who 
worked on the restoration project, supervised the effort com-
pleted on Sept. 17, 2003. (See the Fall 2003 issue of Invention 
for a comprehensive article on the clock's restoration.) 

The clock was painted an earth-tone red and accented 
with a pear-yellow paint. "The idea was to select a color that 
would complement the color of the Kelsey Building's brick," 
explained Horn. The metalwork of brass supporting the 
clock was also stripped and powder-coated as were the 
hands of the clock. 

Henry Cooper Kelsey, the benefactor who made the original 
endowment to build the Kelsey Building, made a provision in 
his will to ensure the clock would be maintained in perpetuity. 
Horn feels that the months of painstaking restoration work 
that brought the clock back to its original luster have hon-
ored Kelsey's wishes. "We've made everything as original as 
possible," he said of the restoration. "In some areas, we've 
made improvements." To update the clock, Horn added a 
new motor and a global positioning system (GPS) antennae. 
The clock uplinks with military satellites several times a day 
and self-adjusts accordingly. 

The 23,000 restoration was funded by the NJBA as part 
of a $14.2 million restoration project. 

COLLEGE NEWS 
College Co-Sponsors Exhibit at Old Barracks Museum 

Displayed in a covered glass case at the Old Barracks Museum is an old red leather ledger entitled "Furniture, Curios, Pictures, 
Money, etc. to Barracks-1903." The book's contents chronicle 100 years of generosity toward the Old Barracks Museum. In an effort to 
celebrate a centennial of collecting, Thomas Edison State College has collaborated 
with Lockheed Martin Corporation and the New Jersey Historical Commission to 
sponsor a yearlong exhibition highlighting the museum's array of holdings. 

Desirous to honor the many benefactors who have contributed to the museum, the 
Old Barracks Museum organizers elected to use the book's title for the name of the 
exhibit, entitled "Furniture, Curios & Pictures: 100 Years of Collecting by the Old 
Barracks Association." Appropriately, the first artifact greeting visitors to the exhibit is 
the 1903 red leather ledger. While recent efforts by the Old Barracks Association have 
focused on returning the museum to reflect life in a military barracks, the original 
emphasis of the museum's collection was on 18th- and 19th- century antiques. 

According to Vivianlea Stevens, curator of the Old Barracks Museum, the goal of 
the exhibit is to illustrate the progression of the collection as a whole. "One of the 
purposes of the exhibit is to examine and salute the efforts of the past, to showcase 
our collections and to look toward future growth," she said. 

The exhibit features several sections that demonstrate how museum practices have 
evolved during the past century Stevens opted to display a portion of the museum's 
household antiques alongside military artifacts. Visitors may view a collection of six 
firearms that show the advancement of rifles during the Revolutionary War. Also 

Michael Scheiring (left) , vice president and treasurer 
at Thomas Edison State College, examines a ledger 
containing an accounting of the donations given to 
the Old Barracks Museum during the past 100 
years. joining Scheiring is Vivianlea Stevens, the 
museum's curator. 

displayed is an extensive collection of samplers of the era, constructed by women from the New Jersey and Pennsylvania regions. Of 
special interest is a 1774 Broadside, the Revolutionary War equivalent of junk mail. This particular piece advocates civil disobedience 
and exhorts colonists to refrain from placing any orders of goods from England. 

"Thomas Edison State College is proud to co-sponsor this exhibit at the Old Barracks Museum," said Michael J. Scheiring, vice presi-
dent and treasurer at Thomas Edison State College. "Trenton's history is America's history and the College is especially interested in 
fostering educational programs that augment its public policy and historic preservation initiatives." 

The museum is open seven days a week from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Major holidays are excluded. Please call (609) 396-1776 for more 
information. Admission is $6 for adults and $4 for students and senior citizens. The exhibit will continue until August 2004. 

If you have recentl y visited the Thomas Edison State College campus, perhaps you 
have noticed the suspended glass sculpture overhead as you entered the Great Hall 
lobby area . This glass sculpture, entitled "Quantum," was commissioned by the College 
and is part of the New Jersey Building Authority's ongoing Townhouse restoration project. 
It was installed in the lobby during late summer. 

The 30- by three-foot sculpture is made of stainless steel wire and tubing with 160 
laminated glass discs. The dichroic coating on each disc is intended to turn white light 
into two complementary colors. When light enters through the skylight in the Great Hall 
and passes through the coated discs, the atrium is filled with touches of refracted light. 

In preparing "Quantum," Philadelphia artist Ray King researched the work of Thomas 
Edison, the prolific New Jersey inventor for whom the College is named. According to 
Ki ng, the stainless steel wire represents the filament that Edison invented for use in the 
light bulb. The overall pattern of the artwork is taken from a molecule that Edison utilized 
to improve the manufacture of Portland cement. King's goa l was to provide a "celestial " 
feeling that draws the viewer's attention upward and catches light on a "cyclical " basis. 
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Graduates Gather to Celebrate 31 stfinnual Commencement 

m icture-perfect 
prevailed as 

the Thomas Edison State 
College class of 2003 
walked up the stately 
steps of the Sold iers 
and Sai lors ' War 
Memorial building in 
Trenton, N.J., to cele-
brate the culmination 
of the graduates' 
educational goals . 

Despite life 's obstacles, 
more than 250 

came to 
Trenton to experience the satisfaction of earning 
the ir college degrees. 

Graduates from 21 states attended 
the ceremonies held Oct. 18, 2003. 
For some, the road was long. Gay L. 
Mathews (above right) of Honokaa, 
Hawaii, celebrated the completion of 
her Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration degree wi th a 
Po lynes ian flair. Mathew's traditional 

I 

lei was a surprise graduation gift from her daughter Kristyl 
Mathews (far left). The College awarded 1,630 degrees to the 
class of 2003, representing a 16 percent increase in degrees 
awarded last year. With the addition of the graduates' loved 
ones and other well-wishers, the l , 900-seat Patriots Theater 
was filled to capacity. 

As the graduates walked across the stage to announce 
their name and receive their diploma, the crowd showed its 
support with cheers and an occasional chi ld 's voice gleefully 
exclaiming, "That's Mommy!" Dr. George A. Pruitt, president 
of Thomas Edison State College, along with Nicholas L. 
Carneva le, chair of the College's Board of Trustees, present-
ed the graduates wi th their diplomas. 

Honorary Degree 
Conferred 
United States Sen . Jon S. Corzine of New 

Jersey delivered the Commencement 
address and received an honorary 

doctorate during the ceremonies. 
Noting that he, like the 

graduates present, had 
juggled work and family 

responsibilities whi le 

attending graduate 
school, Corzine expressed 
his appreciation of their 
accomplishments. " I am 
awed by what you have 
done," he said. "Being 
the product of a night 
school MBA program, 
I know it has been 
a d ifficu It task." 

Corzine 
exhorted the 
graduates to be 
proud of their 
achievements. 
"Build on what 
you have 
accomplished 

.. , __ _ today," he said. "Seize 

the opportunities that wi ll 
"· ---- come your way as a 

result of your education. 
Build upon your success of today. The paths ahead will be 
difficult. Opportunity has its risks but it also comes with the 
opportun ity to benefit ." 

At the close of his remarks , Corzine challenged the gradu-
ates to live life to its fullest. "Stay true to you r dreams," he 
sa id . "Society needs your participation. Give [society] the 
same effort as what you brought to your education . We need 
a fired-up , plugged-in society." 

Corzine was elected to his first term in the U.S. Senate in 
November 2000, after a long and successful career as an 
investment banker. A former co-chai rman and co-chief exec-
utive officer of the investment firm Goldman Sachs, Corzine 's 
private-sector experience and financial expertise has put him 
in the forefront of a number of major economic and regula-
tory issues facing Congress. He is a member of the Senate 
Banking Committee, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee, 
the Foreign Relations Committee and the Senate Budget 
Comm ittee . The senator graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1969, and 
received his MBA from the University of Chicago in 1973 . 

In presenting the senator with the degree of Doctor 
of Humane Letters, honoris causa, Pruitt said, "As an advocate 
for equal opportunity, you are tru ly ded icated to education, 
the business community and the citizens of New Jersey. Your 
service exemplifies extraord inary civ ic leadership." 

Successful Musician and 
Filmmaker 

Delivers 
Response for 

Graduates 
Address 

Keith Benson, a 48-year-old 
musician , said 

that he was not 
about to miss his 
own graduation 

ceremony. He even 
turned down an invitation to play at Hugh Hefner's mansion 
in sunny California so that he would be able to deliver the 
Response for Graduates address. 

A resident of Cherry Hill , N.J. , Benson is a successful studio 
musician and filmmaker. For more than 20 years, he has been 
a session drummer for Philadelphia International Record s, 
playing for the label's top artists including Teddy Pendergrass 
and The Four Tops. At about the same time as he began his 
studies at Thomas Edison State College, Benson became 
involved in a project as associate producer for the motion pic-
ture "Standing in the Shadows of Motown." The film received 
two Grammy Awards and was also given a New York Film 
Critics Circle Award . The film is a tribute to the Funk Brothers 
band , the group of studio musicians behind the Motown 
hit-making machine. After the film received critical acclaim, 
Benson was invited to travel with the band on a world tour 
following the death of the band's principal drummer. Despite 
the demands of his career and family, Benson completed his 
degree requirements-with 
straight fa!. s in his area of study. 

" I've been blessed with 
success in a very difficult 
business," sa id Benson 
during his remarks to 
fe llow graduates. "But 
the ultimate art is a ful-
filled life and I want to 
say that Thomas Edison 
State College is the key 
to a fulfilled life." 



Thanking Thomas Edison 
State College for providing 
him with an education, 
Benson said, " For five years, 
the College gave me some-
thing to look forward to every 
day. I know many successfu l, affluent 
people who wake up in the morning 
and have nothing to look forward to. In 
the end, it's not about fame or fortune, 
it's about living your life well." 

Basking in the 
Glow of 

Accomplishment 
After instructing the graduates to 

rotate their tassels, Pruitt said during his 
closing remarks, "God go with you and 
be with you- and us." 

Carrying Benson's Motown theme 
through to the end of the ceremony, the 
graduates fi led out of the Patriots 
Theater auditorium accompanied by the 
musica l selection "My Girl ," which was 
written by Wil liam "Smokey" Robinson 

and Robert White. During the planning 
phase of the Commencement activities, 
Pruitt offered Benson the honor of 
selecting the recess ional music. Benson 
selected the tune because it exuded a 
happy feeling that mirrored the emotions 
that lay in the hearts of each graduate . 

John Ingram, who also performed on 

"I've been 

blessed with 
. success 1n a very 

difficult business," 

said Benson 

during his 
remarks to fellow 

graduates. 
"But the ultimate 

art is a fulfilled 

life and I want 

to say that 
Thomas Edison 

State College 

is the key to a 

fulfilled life." 

the Grammy-winning 
"Standing in the Shadows of 
Motown" soundtrack and 
back-up singer for the Funk 
Brothers, delivered a soulfu l 
rendition of the song to the 

delight of the graduates and others 
attending . Many began to ioin Ingram in 
song as they marched out of the audito-
rium, while on the stage, the Princeton 
Pro Musica Choir ioined the impromptu 
sing-a-long, clapping out the rhythm as 
Ingram performed at the piano. 

New Graduate 
and Alumni 

Reception 
The Office of Development & 

Alumni Affairs in coni unction with the 
Thomas Edison State College Alumni 
Association held its first New Graduate 
and Alumni Reception at the Trenton 
Marriott at Lafayette Yard hotel on the 
eve of the Commencement ceremonies. 
The cocktail reception was attended by 
7 5 graduates and guests . The reception 
provided an opportunity for graduates 
to meet members of the Alumni 
Association, College staff members and 
fel low graduates for the first time. 

The Office of Development & Alumni 
Affairs worked tire lessly to make a full 
Commencement weekend for the gradu-
ates . Several graduates arrived Friday 
evening with no specific plans and 
welcomed the opportunity to meet fellow 
graduates in a social setting. "This was 
something new that we thought would 
make the graduates' Commencement 
experience even more pleasant," said 
Thomas Kosdemba, '97, president of 
the Thomas Edison State College Alumni 
Association . "This is the time for the 
College to show its graduates how 
special they are and to congratulate 

them on a iob well done." The 
response to the new event was 
so positive that the Alumni 
Association plans to make the 
reception an annual affair. 

Among the graduates was 
45-year-old Gary Hankins of Pennsvi lle, 
N.J. Accompanied by his wife Nancy 
and other family members, Hankins said 
he was lucky to be able to attend the 
Commencement ceremony after recov-
ering from a multiple bypass surgery the 
previous month. "I am very glad to be 
here," he said . " I could have iust as 
easily passed away." 

Hankins, who has always been active 
in sports, had been battling a deteriorat-
ing heart condition during the past 
several years. While he was completing 
his Bachelor of Arts degree in history, 
Hankins found himself visiting his cardi-
ologist with increasing frequency. " I had 
stints before and they just weren't work-
ing," he said. A football and basketbal l 
referee, Hankins reca lls one time taking 
12 nitroglycerine pi lls just to make it 
through officiating a five-hour MU 
basketball tournament. " I fe lt like there 
was someone standing on my chest," 
he said . " I'm lucky I didn't die." 

Along with his new found hea lth, 
Hankins is delighted with his new bac-
ca laureate degree. Laid off as a lab 
technician from Dupont, Hankins 
decided that he wou ld seek a new 
career as a high school social studies 
teacher. "I went to the unemployment 

offi ce and 
spoke with the 

iob 

When it was time 
for Hankins of 

Pennsville, N.J. , 

to announce his 
name at the 

Commencement 

ceremony, he 

quoted the late 

basketball coach 
Jim Valvano. 

"N ever, ever, 
give up," said 
Hankins, who 

recently endured 

a multiple 

bypass surgery. 

counselor who recommended 
Thomas Edison State College," 
said Hankins, who graduated 
in June. Hankins is now work-
ing as a substitute history 
teacher in a school district near 
his home and is very optimistic 

about his job prospects for the fu ture. 
"If I can do it, anyone can," he sa id. 

Putting Him/Her 
Through (PHT) 

Banquet 
Following the Commencement cere-

mony, the Alumni Association hosted its 
annua l Putting Him/Her Through (PHT) 
Banquet in the George Washington 
Ballroom at the War Memoria l bui lding. 
Graduates presented a PHT certificate to 
family members and friends who helped 
and supported them during their stud ies. 
This year marked the 15th anniversary 
of the event, which began at the sugges-
tion of a graduate who wanted a way to 
thank his wife for her support whi le he 
earned his col lege degree from Thomas 
Edison State College. 



THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION 
HOSTS 12TH ANNUAL GALA 

Friends and supporters of the College gathered for a night of dinner 
and dancing as the Thomas Edison State College Foundation Board 
hosted the 12th annual gala . This year's festivities took place on Nov. 15, 
2003, in the George Washington Ballroom at the Soldiers and Sailors' 
War Memoria l in Trenton, N.J. 

The black-tie gala opened with a 
silent auction and cocktail hour, during 
wh ich guests nibbled on smoked 
salmon and brie. Local merchants 
donated items for the evening's silent 
auction. Guests could select items 
that appealed to a broad range of 
interests. Foundation Board member 
John Quattrone and his wife Bess, 

amateur vintners, donated several bottles of wine 
from their personal wine cellar. Sports fans selected among several items 
of sports memorabilia , and several area hotels donated lodging pack-
ages to the auction. Also among the items donated were several pieces 
of fine jewelry, courtesy of Colavito Jewelry of Trenton, N.J. Al l auction 
proceeds benefitted the Fou ndation. 

Following the silent auction, guests enjoyed a sumptuous double-entree 
dinner of roast tenderloin of beef served with apricot cabernet sauce and 
rum-glazed sea bass. Guests danced through the night to the sounds of 
the Wayne Gustafson Group. 

High lighting the evening was the 
presentation of the Spi rit of Edison 
Awards. These prestigious awards are 
given to community leaders and 
alumni whose creativity, commitment 
and entrepreneurial spirit reflect the 
pioneering genius of Thomas Alva Edison. 

In recognition of his exceptional leader-
ship and significant contributions to the 

greater Mercer County healthcare industry, the 
Thomas Edison State College Foundation 
Board honored Al Maghazehe with the Spirit 

of Edison Award for Community Leadership. 
As president and chief executive officer, 

Maghazehe helped transform the former Helene Fuld Medical Center 
and Mercer Medical Center into a successful two-hospital system that 
today is a regional healthcare destination attracting specialists and 
patients from the greater Mercer/Bucks County area and beyond. 

Through Maghazehe's vision, Capital Health System (CHS) has seen 
its bond ra ti ngs upgraded twice by two major financial accrediting agen-
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SELECTED SPIRIT OF EDISON AWARD 
RECIPIENTS DEMONSTRATE: 
+ Adherence to a high standard of excellence; 

+ fessional life; 

• 
+ Disting uished service at tAe comm unity, national 

or international level; 

+ Devotion to the ideals of self-d iscipli ne, hard work 
and pers istence in the pursuit of excell ence; and 

+ Enthu sicism for the improvement of of life 
through co fmued availabili l;Y of )r. education 
for adults. 

cies; opened a new emergency room at its CHS-Fuld campus (where 
construction continues for a new intensive care unit/ coronary care unit); 
ushered in an innovative pediatric affiliation with St. Christopher's 
Hospital for Children in Philadelphia; deve loped the highly successful 
"zero wait" pediatrics emergency express care program; created the 
area's only trauma center; and spearheaded the development of the 
very exciting "medical mall" that will open in Hamilton, N.J., during the 
summer of 2004- a unique complex that brings together physicians of 
all specialties, same-day surgery and a comprehensive array of radiology 
and laboratory testing. 

Maghazehe joined the Helene Fuld Medical Center in 1979, where he 
began his professional career as a graduate school intern. He was named 
administrative assistant in 1980 and served as assistant administrator from 

1982 to 1992. He served as chief operating officer from 1992-97, 
and was named chief executive officer in 1997. He was named 
CEO for Capital Health System in 1998. 

A diplomat of the American College of Healthcare Executives, 
Maghazehe received his PhD in business management from Pacific 
International University in California, a master's degree in health 
services administration from Wagner College in New York and a 
baccalaureate degree from the Institute of Paramedical Sciences. 

Maghazehe serves as a member and treasurer of the Trenton 

Economic Development Corporation, an organization working for 
the revitalization of the city of Trenton and is a member of the Policy 
Development Committee of the New Jersey Hospital Association. 
He is the past chairman of the board of the Trenton Emergency 
Medical Services, past president of the American Lung Association 
and a member of the Central New Jersey Trauma Network. 

Maghazehe lives in Holland, Pa., with his wife Lida. They have 
one daughter Lisa, a graduate student at the Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

23arbara Jlrmand, '93 
Recognized as one of New Jersey 's lead-

ing female entrepreneurs, Barbara Armand, 
'93, was honored by the Thomas Edison State 
College Foundation Board of Directors with the 
Spirit of Edison Award for Distinguished 
Alumni. Armand graduated from Thomas 
Edison State College with a Bachelor of Arts 

degree with a specia lization in mathematics and 
physics in 1993. 

Arma nd is the president and CEO of Armand Corporation, a 
construction management firm . Founded in 1991 by Armand, the 
firm specializes in engineering and technological services. Armand 
Corporation was recognized by the Philadelphia Business Journal as 
one of the Delaware Val ley's "100 Fastest Growing Privately Held 
Firms" for three consecutive years. 

Under Armand's leadership, the Cherry Hill-based company has 
received several awards in recognition of its success from the United 
States Small Business Administration and the Department of 

To commemorate and honor a decade of 
service to the Thomas Edison State College 

Foundation, the Board of Directors honored 
Maria P. lmbalzano with the Spirit of Edison 
Family Award. This special honor, on ly 
occasionally awarded, is given to those who 
have demonstrated outstanding service and 

dedication to Thomas Edison State College. 
A partner with the law firm of Stark & Stark, 

lmba lzano has served the Thomas Edison State Col lege 
Foundation with unfailing dedication for 10 years. She has chaired 
the Foundation's Special Events committee for five years, having 
been the principal organizer of The Grande Ball and other 
Foundation events. 

Specializing in fam ily law, lmbalzano rece ived her Juris Doctor 
degree from Fordham University School of Law in 1983, after having 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology from Rutgers 
University in 197 6. After completing her education, lmbalzano was 
admitted to the New Jersey Stole Sor. She is also a member of the 

Commerce in 1995 and 1997. The firm's projects include prelimi-
nary engineering and technical task management services for the 
New Jersey Light Rail System, construction management services for 
the Apollo Arena project at Temple University, and communications 
and special systems program management services for American 
Airlines' JFK Airport Terminal Redevelopment Project. Internationally, 
Armand Corporation provided project management services in 
Paiton, Indonesia, for the construction of a two-unit coal-fired plant. 

Armand brings her passion for science to her community service 
work. She was a sponsor of the "Mad Science" program at the 
Samuel B. Smith Elementary School in Burlington, N.J. She also 
funds the Armand Corporation Scholarship at the Rutgers School of 
Business in Camden, N.J. 

In addition, Armand currently serves on the boards of the Lourdes 
Health System Foundation, the Rutgers University School of Business 
(Camden campus) and the Camden County Council of Girl Scouts. 

Armand resides in Mt. Laurel, N.J., and is the parent of a daugh-
ter attending graduate school. 

New York State Bar, the U.S. District Court Bar and the U.S. 
Supreme Court Bar. 

lmbalzano is a certified matrimonia l Law Attorney and court 
approved Divorce Mediator. A frequent speaker and author, 
lmbalzano has covered such topics as equitable distribution, alimony, 
ch ild support, custody and many other related topics. Her articles 
have been published in numerous publications throughout New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, including The Matrimonial Strategist, 
Mercer Business and Estate Planning Magazine . She has also pre-
sented numerous programs to accountants, estate planners and 
financial planners on the topics of family law and estate planning. 

Always active in community service, lmbalzano served more 
than a decade on the Executive Board of the American Cancer 
Society, Mercer Unit. She also served for several years on the 
Board of the Princeton Ballet and the New Jersey State Bar's 
District VII Ethics Committee. 

lmbalzano resides in Lawrenceville, N.J., with her husband 
Christopher Pyne, and daughters Alex and Mackenzie. 
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8 Alumni Association Honors I the Accomplishments of 
Three Outstanding Alumni 

I The Thomas Edison State College Alumni Association presented the 2003 Distinguished Alumni Awards during 
the Association's annual meeting held on Oct.18, 2003. Presented annually, the awards hold great meaning 
both to the Thomas Edison State College Alumni Association and to the College as wel l. Three outstanding 
alumni were honored for their professional achievement and distinguished service to the Alumni Association 
and to the community. 

The honorees are selected based on the following criteria: 
• The Outstanding Service to the Alumni Association Award is presented to the graduate whose service has 

significantly enhanced the growth and development of the Alumni Association; 

• The Outstanding Professional Achievement Award is presented to the graduate whose outstanding 
professional accomplishments have earned the recognition of his/ her colleagues; and 

• The Outstanding Service to Society Award is presented to a graduate whose vo lunteer efforts contribute to 
the advancement of a cause to improve society or the quality of life in the community. 

This year's honorees are Dr. Jaime Quinones, '98, recipient of the Alumni Association's Outstanding Professional 
Achievement Award; Dr. Karen Brundage-Johnson, '00, recognized with the Outstanding Service to Society 
Award ; and Joseph McNamara, '97, honored with the Outstanding Service to the Alumn i Association Award . 

Dr. Jaime R. Quitiones, '98 
OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL 
ACHIEVEMENT 

The Thomas Edison 
State College Alumni 
Association honored 
Jaime R. Quinones in 
recognition of his out-
standing professional 
achievements, with the 
Outstanding Professional 
Achievement Award. 

An environmental and safety administrator 
with the San Juan Veterans Administration 
Medical Center in Puerto Rico, Quinones has 
been an outstanding professional at all levels 
during his career. Having served as a medical 
director of a large hospital complex as well 
as construction project manager with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Citibank of 
Puerto Rico, Quinones has alway h wn a 
strong interest in professional dev l pm nt, 
and his quantity and quality of w rk ar 
consistently high. 

Quinones received his Bachelor of 
Science in Applied Science and Technology 
(BSAS1) degree from Thomas Edison State 
College in 1998, an MBA from the University 
of Phoenix and a doctoral degree in admin-
istrative science with a specialization in 
health services administration from The 
Empresarial University of Costa Rica. 

Excelling in all that he does, Quinones 
continues to pursue his professional goals. In 
October 2003, he was one of 20 men and 
women selected by NASA to participate in the 
NASA Astronaut Candidate Program. Quinones' 
goal is to become a mission specialist. 

Active in community affairs, Quinones is a 
member of the Air National Guard's 156th 
Medical Squadron, based at Muniz AFB, 
Puerto Rico. He is affiliated with the American 
Society of Hospital Engineers, the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronauts, the 
American Society of Public Engineers and the 
Puerto Rico Manufacturer's Association. 

Quinones and his wife Cecilia live in 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico. 

S.MaNUOpep 
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Dr. Karen F. Brundage-Johnson, '00 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO SOCIETY 

Demonstrating a lifelong 
commitment of service, a com-
mitment to literacy and other 
social action initiatives, Dr. Karen 
F. Brundage-Johnson was 
honored by the Thomas Edison 
State College Alumni Association 
with the Outstanding Service to 
Society Award. 

As director of Talent Relations 
Management at Borgata Hotel 
Casino & Spa in Atlantic City, , 

N.]., Brundage-Johnson is responsible for the 
oversight and direction of talent engagement, 
training and development, and talent relations 
and communications. She previously worked for 
Lucent Technologies, Inc., AT&T and Bell Atlantic. 
Brundage-Johnson is also an adjunct professor at 
Camden County College in New Jersey. 
Professionally she is affiliated with the Society for 
Human Resources Management, and the Risk and 
Insurance Management Association. 

Brundage-Johnson leads a very active life in 
sharing her skills and knowledge in service to the 
community. She is a member of the Atlantic City 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and 
past chairperson of the Arts and Letters Committee, 

Joseph McNamara, '97, '99 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

dationNews 

Central Jersey Alumnae Chapter. She is also a 
member of the Literacy Volunteers of America, 
Cape-Atlantic, Inc. and the Queens by Birthright 
Book Club of Atlantic County: She was responsible 
for creating the first monthly community education 
event for African-American authors to discuss their 
books, in conjunction with Borders Bookstore, 
Mays Landing, N.]. 

As a member of the Atlantic City Alumnae Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Brundage-Johnson 
volunteers her time to promote HIV and AIDS 
awareness by informing and educating the public 
about women's health issues, including developing 
community partnerships to inform the public and 
provide access to services, providing leadership for 
supporting policy development, which promotes 
and enforces legal requirements protecting the 
health and safety of women. 

Very active in "giving back" and helping to 
promote an agenda for the positive growth and 
development of young people, Brundage-Johnson 
uses her many talents in service to the community. 
She freely shares her time helping adults learn to 
read and encouraging them to seek success. As a 
past member of the National Urban League's Black 
Executive Exchange Program (BEEP) , she served as 
a role model for college students interested in 
careers in risk management and human resources. 

In recognition of his tireless dedication to the Thomas Edison State College Alumni 
Association, the Board of Directors honored Joseph McNamara with the Outstanding 
Service to the Alumni Association Award. 

McNamara holds two degrees from Thomas Edison State College. In 1997 he 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree, and in 1999 he received his Master of Science 
in Management degree. McNamara is a legacy student, since his father John 
McNamara also received two degrees from Thomas Edison State College. 

An enthusiastic alumnus, McNamara began serving on the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors in 1998, and has chaired the souvenir sales committee for five 
years. He was instrumental in adding new and unique items to the Thomas Edison 

tate College Alumni Gift Shop product line. As a result of his leadership, sales 
revenues have doubled. 

Mc amara works at Samsung America Inc. , as a financial manager. In addition to 
his service to the AJumni ociation, McNamara is active in community affairs . 

McNamara an I his T r a live in Newtown, Pa., with their two daughters. 
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Alumni Association Board 
EX PA N D S its Membership 

Thomas Edison State College Alumni Association 
has added four new members to its Board of 
Directors . The Alumni Association was established in 
1976 and continues to attract new members every 
year. This year, alumni from the Graduate Schoo l 
have joined the A lumni Association Board. "Welcoming 
the a lumni from the master's programs is th ri lling 
because our goal has been to represent all degrees 
within the College," sa id Michael Sm ilack, '95, im me-
diate past president of the A lu mni Association . "With 
the addition of these new Board members, we have a 
broader scope of members throughout the state, and 
with hard work and perseverance we hope to expand 
to a national level." 

Joining the Alumni Association Board are Diane 
Chierchie, '01, of East Brunswick, N.J.; Mathew 
Verdun, '0 1, of Monroe Twp. , N .J. ; and Lo la Walker, 
'O 1, of Newark, N .J. Al l are graduates of the Master 
of Science in Management (MSM) degree program . If 
you wou ld li ke to join the Alumni Association or need 
additiona l information , please contact the Office of 
Development & A lumni Affairs at (609) 984 -1 588. 

It's Never Too Early 
to Think about Planned Giving 

Thomas Edison State College has provided flexible and 
affordable educational opportunities to the adult student for 
more than 30 years. Consider allowing the strength of a 
Charitable Gift Annuity to provide you with higher returns, 
capital gains, estate tax reductions and a steady income flow 
for life while supporting the work and mission of the College. 

Gift Annuity Rates Gift Annuity Rates 
Single Rates Two Lives' Rates 

Age Rate Age Rate 

65 6.0 65/65 5.6 
70 6.5 70/70 5.9 
75 7.1 75/75 6.3 
80 8.0 80/80 6.9 
85 9.5 85/85 7.9 
90+ 11 .3 90/90 9.3 

95/95 l l . l 

Note: The rate is slightly lower for two lives because the peri-
od of payment generally is longer. 

For information about the Thomas Edison State College 
Foundation Charitable Gift Annuity Program, please call 
Patty Burch Byers, director of Major Gifts, at (609) 984-1588 
ext. 2095, or e-mailpbyers@tesc.edu. 

y gn Y?emembrance ... y 

filumnifissociationjf onors JVathaniel Zauber 
It is with great sorrow that the Thomas Edison State College Alumni Association report the loss of one of its board members. 

Nathaniel H. Zauber, '7 6, of Cherry Hill, N.J., died on Aug. 16, 2003, after a courageous battle with cancer. In notifying the 
College, Zauber's brother-in-law, Bruce Baron, remarked on how much Zauber enjoyed his work with the Alumni Association. 

During Zauber's service on the Alumni Association Board, his greatest contribution was his work in establishing the annual scholarship. 
He always approached his work with excitement and enthusiasm, always with an eye toward helping others continue their education . 

In an effort to honor the years of commitment and service that Zauber gave to the College, the Alumni Association has renamed 
the Annual Alumni Association Scholarship program the Nathaniel H. Zauber Scholarship . "It is because of Nathaniel's vision that 
the Alumni Association grows stronger and more viable every year. Nathaniel will be missed but never forgotten," said Stephanie 
R.M. Bray, director of Development & Alumni Affairs at Thomas Edison State College. 

The first recipient of the Nathaniel H. Zauber Scholarship is Linda M. Dianda of Toms River, N.J. The Alumni Association will fund 
Dianda's enrollment tuition for one year. This is the third year that the Thomas Edison State College Alumni Association has offered 
a scholarship program. Dianda is enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts degree program, and her Area of Study is foreign language. She 
is currently working as a medical transcriber. Dianda hopes that by completing her degree at Thomas Edison State College, she will 
be a role model for her two daughters who are also college students. "If it were not for Thomas Edison State College I would not be 

! able to fulfill a dream that I have always encouraged my daughters to strive for. It is a great joy that my daughters and I can share ! 

dream. Thanks to the flexibility of Thomas Edison State College, my dream will now be a reality." 
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"Applause, Applause" 
Mary Ellen Armellino-Coblentz, 
'00, BSHuS 
Mary Ellen Armellino-Coblentz 
received a Master of Arts in 
Strategic Communication and 
Leadership degree from Seton Hall 
University's online graduate pro-
gram in February 2002. 

Lyn Ballam, 
'00, BA 
Lyn Bollom grad-
uated from 
Syracuse University 

Tamra Burn u , '02, BA Sociology 
Tamra Burnett is currently attending 
graduate school at Canella 
University in Minneapolis, Minn., 
studying for a Master of Science 
in Human Services degree with a 
specia lization in criminal justice. 

Bernice P. Carr, 
'01, BSHuS 
After graduating 
from Thomas 
Edison State 
Colleae. Bernice P. 

omas cdison State College was JoiLnded in 

f972 Jor the purpose of proi:;iding dii:;erse 

and alternatii:;e methods of achiei:;ing a 

collegiate education of the highest 

quality for mature adults. 

Please visit us at 
www.tesc.edu 

shore strategies in helping language 
delayed preschool chi ldren . 

Oougla 
Benneu, 
'99, ASM 
Douglas W. 
Bennett and 
Anona D. 
Bennett were 
married on 
May 10, 
2003. 

Corrine T. Boone '02, BSBA 
Corrine T. Boone received a 
Master in Administrative Science 
degree from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University in Madison, N.J. Boone 
currently works as a midd le school 
teacher in New Jersey with special 
needs children. 

1 1\.111" t \,UV IUIU 

had already 
begun his studies 
for a Master of 

Science in Mechanical Engineering 
degree at Colorado State 
Universi ty (CSU) in Fort Collins, 
Colo., when he received his degree 
from Thomas Edison State College 
in 1997. At the time he was the 
advance engineering manager for 
Chromalloy Gos Turbines in Stuart, 
Flo. "CSU had a dista nce educa-
tion program," De Tura noted, "So 
I decided to jump in and give it a 
try." Three years later, in December 
2000, he received his master's 
degree from CSU. After l 0 years 
with Chromalloy, De Tura accepted 
a position as manufacturing man-
ager with Mitsubishi Power Systems 
in Orlando, Flo., in April 2003. 

Angel Diaz, '94, BSAST 
Angel Diaz graduated from Seton 
Hall Law School in Newark, N.J., 
on June 6, 2003. He hopes to 
become a prosecutor. 

Anne M. Fitzgerald, '88, BSAST 
Anne M. Fitzgerald was hired as a 
clinical laboratory manager for MDS 
Pharma Services in Neptune, N.J. 

Etmice Fox Fontenot, 
'93, BA Journalism 
Eunice Fox Fontenot published her 

>ok, Heords, Logons, 
)WS of Old '96/Abbeville 
, South Carolina, Southern 
col Press, February 2003. 

nn Griglak, '99, BSBA 
n Griglak earned a Master 
ory and Information Science 
! from Rutgers University in 
y 2003, ofter toking a 
of a couple of years from 
dies. 

layashi, '03, BA Liberal Studies 
oyashi was recently appoint-
:ctor of development of the 
;n's Dental Hea lth Clin ic in 
1each, Ca lif. Hayashi is 
oning from his consultancy 
e in organizational develop-
) providing leadership for 
m development and 
:e acquisition projects at the 
r-old nonprofit organization. 
nic is dedicated to providing 
d subsidized dental health 

services to hard -to-serve and 
under-served children in the 
greater Long Beach area. 

William Hope, '98, BSHuS 
When he earned his degree from 
Thomas Edison State College, 
William Hope was a police officer 
with the State University of New 
York. Since that time, he was 
promoted to lieutenant and then 
deputy chief. On Aug. l , 2002, 
Hope accepted his current position 
as chief of safety and security at 
Seminole Community College in 
Sanford, Flo . Hope noted, 
"All of these positions required a 
bachelor's degree ... Thank you 
Thomas Edison State College." 

Peter E. Kennedy, '73, AA 
Peter E. Kennedy was promoted to 
porks maintenance specialist for the 
Pa lisades Interstate Park Commission 
in Alpine, N.J. , where he has been 
employed for 34 years. 

Robert 1. Krilowicz, '82, BSAST 
After 34 years of federal service, 
Robert "Bob" Krilowicz retired from 
his eng ineering management posi-
tion and now lives at the New 
Je rsey shore. His career included 
work on military weapons systems 
in Va lley Forge, Pa .; Dayton, Ohio; 
and, most recently, work on defense 
logisti cs in the Washington, D.C. 
area that supported Operation 
Desert Storm. 

George C. Meyer, '01, BSHuS 
George C. Meyer received a 
Master of Administrative Science 

from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University in Madison, N.J., in 
May 2003. Meyer is a captain 
with the Hopewell Township Police 
Department in New Jersey. 

Khoon M. Mok, 
'98, BSAST Electrical Technology 
Khoon M. Mok graduated from 
Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Lynchburg, Va ., with a Master of 
Arts in Religion degree in September 
2003. A general manager for an 
overhead bridge crane company in 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada, Mok is 
pursuing a doctoral degree in rel i-
gious studies through a distance 
learning program. 

Frank C. Muzzi, 
'84, AS, '84, BSHS 
Frank C. Muzzi 
was promoted 
to senior vice 
president-CFO 
of Vitronics Inc. , 
in Eatontown, N.J. 
Muzzi is a mem-

ber of the company 's Boord of 
Directors. 

Charlotte Nuessle, 
'00, BSHuS Gerontology 
Charlotte Nuessle received profes-
sional certification as a Viniyoga 
teacher. Viniyoga is a yoga practice 
that respects the unique needs of the 
individual and adapts the practice 
appropriately. She offers classes, 
private instruction and workshops. 



IF@ elation News ... 

Alumni Association Board 
EX PA N D S its Membership 

Thomas Edison State Co llege A lu mni Association 
has added fo ur new members to its Board of 
Directo rs. The A lumn i Association was estab lished in 
197 6 and continues to attract new mem bers every 
year. This year, a lumni from the Graduate School 
have joined the Alumn i Association Board . "Welcoming 
the a lumn i from the master's programs is thri lling 
because our goa l has been to represent a ll 
withi n the Co llege," said Michael Smi lack, '95, im 
diate past president of the A lumn i Association. "W 
the addition of these new Board members, we hav 
broader scope of members th rougho ut the state, a 
with hard work and perseverance we hope to expo 
to a nation a I level. " 

Join ing the A lumni Association Board are Diane 
C hierchie, 'O l , of East Bru nswick, N .J. ; Mathew 
Verdun , '01, of Monroe Twp., N .J. ; and Lo la Wa iki 
'01 , of Newark, N.J. A ll are graduates of the Mas 
of Science in Management (M SM ) degree progra rr 
you would li ke to join th e A lumni Association or nE 
additional information, p lease contact the Offi ce o 
Development & A lumn i Affairs at (609) 984 -1588. 

It's Never Too Early 
to Think about Planned Giving 

Thomas Edison State College has provided flexible and 
affordable educational opportunities to the adult student for 
more than 30 years. Consider allowing the strength of a 
Charitable Gift Annuity to provide you with higher returns, 
capital gains, estate tax reductions and a steady income flow 
for life while supporting the work and mission of the College. 

Gift Annu ity Rates Gift Annuity Rates 

From ___ ___ ______ _ 

THOMAS EDISON STATE CO 
101 West State c 

Trenton, NJ 086 

y gn !Remembrance. 
filumnifissociationjf onors JVathaniel Zauber 

It is with great sorrow that the Thomas Edison State College Alumni Association report the loss of one of its board members. 
Nathaniel H. Zauber, '76, of Cherry Hill, N.J., died on Aug. 16, 2003, after a courageous battle with cancer. In notifying the 
College, Zauber's brother-in-law, Bruce Baron, remarked on how much Zauber enjoyed his work with the Alumni Association. 

During Zauber's service on the Alumni Association Board, his greatest contribution was his work in establishing the annual scholarship. 
He always approached his work with excitement and enthusiasm, always with an eye toward helping others continue their education. 

In an effort to honor the years of commitment and service that Zauber gave to the College, the Alumni Association has renamed 
the Annual Alumni Association Scholarship program the Nathaniel H. Zauber Scholarship. "It is because of Nathaniel's vision that 
the Alumni Association grows stronger and more viable every year. Nathaniel will be missed but never forgotten," said Stephanie 
R.M. Bray, director of Development & Alumni Affairs at Thomas Edison State College. 

The first recipient of the Nathaniel H. Zauber Scholarship is Linda M. Dianda of Toms River, N.J. The Alumni Association will fund 
Dianda's enrollment tuition for one year. This is the third year that the Thomas Edison State College Alumni Association has offered 
a scholarship program. Dianda is enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts degree program, and her Area of Study is foreign language. She 
is currently working as a medical transcriber. Dianda hopes that by completing her degree at Thomas Edison State College, she will 
be a role model for her two daughters who are also college students. "If it were not for Thomas Edison State College I would not be 

A able to fulfill a dream that I have always encouraged my daughters to strive for. It is a great joy that my daughters and I can share A 

dream. Thanks to the flexibility of Thomas Edison State College, my dream will now be a reality." _.4 
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''Applause, Applause" 
Mary Ellen Armellino- oblentz, 
'00, BSHuS 
Mary Ellen Armellino-Coblentz 
received a Master of Arts in 
Strategic Communication and 
Leadership degree from Seton Hall 
University's on li ne graduate pro-
gram in February 2002. 

Lyn Ballam, 
'00, BA 
Lyn Ballam grad-
uated from 
Syracuse University 
in Syracuse, N.Y., 
in May 2003, 
with a Master of 
Science in Library 

and Information Science degree. 

Liba Bauminger, '03, BA Liberal Arts 
Since her graduation from Thomas 
Edison State College, Liba 
Bauminger married, had a ch ild 
and now operates a nursery in the 
comfort of her home. Bauminger 
noted that Thomas Edison State 
College helped her learn how to 
juggle more than one task at a time. 

Carole Behling, '95, BSHuS 
Carole Behling, a teacher at 
Developmental & Disabil ity Services 
of Lebanon Valley 's Ally Family 
Preschool, has been honored as 
Childcare Provider of the Year. She 
was named Preschool Teacher of the 
Year for Lebanon County, Pa. , in 
May 2003. Behling has also joined 
colleagues at local conferences to 
share strategies in helping language 
delayed preschool children. 
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Douglas 
Bennett, 
'99, ASM 
Douglas W. 
Bennett and 
Anona D. 
Bennett were 
married on 
May 10, 
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Corrine T. Boone, '02, BSBA 
Corrine T. Boone received a 
Master in Administrative Science 
degree from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University in Madison, N.J. Boone 
currently works as a middle school 
teacher in New Jersey with special 
needs children. 

Tamra Burn tl, '02, BA Sociology 
Tamra Burnett is currently attending 
graduate school at Canella 
University in Minneapolis, Minn., 
studying for a Master of Science 
in Human Services degree with a 
specialization in criminal justice. 

' - t ., 
Bernice P. Carr, 
'01, BSHuS 
After graduating 
from Thomas 
Ed ison State 
College, Bernice P. 
Carr completed the 
Federal Emergency 
Management 

Agency (FEMA) Master Trainer and 
Leadership programs, received her 
Certified Emergency Manager certi-
fication from the International 
Association of Emergency Managers 
and completed her master's in 
Public Administration degree in 
emergency management at 
Jacksonville State University (JSU) in 
Jacksonvi lle, Ala. Carr is an opera-
tions and training officer with the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Directorate, FEMA 
Operations Center. She is also an 
adjunct faculty member at JSU. 

Frank A. 
De Tora, '97, 
BSAST Mechanical 
Engineering 
Technology 
Frank A. De Tura 
had already 
begun his studies 
for a Master of 

Science in Mechanical Engineering 
degree at Colorado State 
University (CSU) in Fort Collins, 
Colo., when he received his degree 
from Thomas Edison State College 
in 1997. At the time he was the 
advance engineering manager for 
Chromalloy Gas Turbines in Stuart, 
Flo. "CSU had a distance educa-
tion program," De Tura noted, "So 
I decided to jump in and give it a 
try." Three years later, in December 
2000, he received his master's 
degree from CSU. After l 0 years 
with Chromalloy, De Tura accepted 
a position as manufacturing man-
ager with Mitsubishi Power Systems 
in Orlando, Fla ., in April 2003. 

Angel Diaz, '94, BSAST 
Angel Diaz graduated from Seton 
Hall Law School in Newark, N.J., 
on June 6, 2003. He hopes to 
become a prosecutor. 

Anne M. Fitzgerald, '88, BSAST 
Anne M. Fitzgerald was hired as a 
cl inical laboratory manager for MDS 
Pharma Services in Neptune, N.J. 

Eunice Fox Fontenot, 
'93, BA Journalism 
Eunice Fox Fontenot published her 
first book, Heards, Logans, 
Wardlaws of Old '96/Abbeville 
District, South Carolina, Southern 
Historical Press, February 2003. 

Loisann Griglak, '99, BSBA 
Loisann Griglak ea rned a Master 
of Library and Information Science 
degree from Rutgers University in 
January 2003, ofter taking a 
break of a couple of years from 
her studies. 

Tom Hayashi, '03, BA Liberal Studies 
Tom Hayashi was recently appoint-
ed director of development of the 
Children's Denta l Health Clinic in 
Long Beach, Calif. Hayashi is 
transitioning from his consu ltancy 
practice in organizational develop-
ment to providing leadership for 
program development and 
resource acquisition projects at the 
70-year-old nonprofit organization . 
The clinic is dedicated to providing 
free and subsidized dental health 
services to hard -to-serve and 
under-served children in the 
greater Long Beach area. 

William Hope, '98, BSHuS 
When he earned his degree from 
Thomas Edison State College, 
William Hope was a pol ice officer 
with the State University of New 
York. Since that time, he was 
promoted to lieutenant and then 
deputy chief. On Aug. l, 2002, 
Hope accepted his current position 
as ch ief of safety and security at 
Seminole Community College in 
Sanford, Fla. Hope noted, 
'All of these positions required a 
bachelor's degree ... Thank you 
Thomas Edison State College." 

Peter E. Kennedy, '73, AA 
Peter E. Kennedy was promoted to 
parks maintenance specialist for the 
Palisades Interstate Park Commission 
in Alpine, N.J., where he has been 
employed for 34 years. 

Robert L. Krilowicz, '82, BSAST 
After 34 years of federal service, 
Robert "Bob" Krilowicz retired from 
his engineering management posi-
tion and now lives at the New 
Jersey shore. His ca reer included 
work on mil itary weapons systems 
in Val ley Forge, Pa.; Dayton, Ohio; 
and, most recently, work on defense 
logistics in the Washington, D.C. 
area that supported Operation 
Desert Storm. 

George C. Meyer, '01, BSHuS 
George C. Meyer received a 
Master of Admin istrative Science 
degree from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University in Madison, N.J., in 
May 2003. Meyer is a captain 
with the Hopewell Townsh ip Police 
Department in New Jersey. 

Khoon M. Mok, 
'98, BSAST Electrical Technology 
Khoon M. Mok graduated from 
Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Lynchburg, Va., with a Master of 
Arts in Religion degree in September 
2003. A general manager for an 
overhead bridge crane company in 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada, Mok is 
pursu ing a doctoral degree in reli-
gious studies through a distance 
learni ng program. 

Frank C. Muzzi, 
'84, AS, '84, BSHS 
Frank C. Muzzi 
was promoted 
to senior vice 
president-CFO 
of Vitronics Inc., 
in Eatontown, N.J. 
Muzzi is a mem-

ber of the company's Board of 
Directors. 

Charlotte Nuessle, 
'00, BSHuS Gerontology 
Charlotte Nuessle received profes-
sional certification as a Viniyoga 
teacher. Vin iyoga is a yoga practice 
that respects the unique needs of the 
individual and adapts the practice 
appropriately. She offers classes, 
private instruction and workshops. 



"Applause, Applause" 
Rev. Shelley K. Potter-Abrahamsen, 
'94, AA, '99, BA Psychology . 
Rev. Shelley K. Potter-Abrahamsen 
received her Master of Divinity degree 
from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wynnewood, Pa., in May 2003. She 
was ordained by Bishop Alfred Johnson of 
the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church on June 20, 2003. Potter-
Abrahamsen was appointed pastor of the 
Church of the Master, a United Methodist 
Church in Howell, N.J 

Daniel Price, '02, BSAST Nuclear 
Engineering Technology 
Retired from the U.S. Navy after 20 years 
of service in January 2003, Daniel Price 
started a new career as quality manager 
for DRS Power & Control Technologies 
Inc., in Milwaukee, Wis. Price noted, 
"This was a significant career milestone 
that I could not have achieved without my 
degree from Thomas Edison State College." 

Lea Bayers Rapp, '89, BA Journalism 
Lea Bayers Rapp's book, Maze/ Tov! The 
Complete Book of Jewish Weddings, has 
received two additiona l journa lism awards 
for excellence . Rapp received a first place 
award from New Jersey Women magazine 
for a religious/ inspirational book. The 
book went on to garner a first award from 
the National Federation of Press Women. 
Rapp credits her education at Thomas 
Edison State College with offering her 
the knowledge, tools and motivation 
necessary to develop her award-winning 
journalism career. 

Lawrence Rudesyle, 
'89, BA Social Science/History 
Lawrence Rudesyle received a Master of 
Science in Health Science degree in com-
munity health education on May 20, 
2003, from New Jersey City University in 
Jersey City, N.J 

David]. Standaart, '89, BSAST 
After completing his undergraduate work 
at Thomas Edison State College, David 
Standaart went on to complete his Master 
of Business Administration degree at Regis 
University in Denver, Colo., in December 
2002. He is currently a supervisor with 
the Seattle School District. 

Nancy L. Simon, '92, BSBA BSAST 
Nancy L. Simon received a promotion to 
director of Patient Financial Services at 
Hunterdon Medical Center in Flemington, 
N.J, in July 2002. 

David Vosburgh, 
'91, BA Humanities 
David Vosburgh 
received a Master 
of Fine Arts degree 
from Kent State 
University in Kent, 
Ohio, in December 

.____,,.__ __ -...;.i 2002. An adjunct 
professor at Youngstown State University 
in Youngstown, Ohio, Vosburgh is presi-
dent of the Arts Council of Youngstown 
and Mahoning County in Youngstown. 

Ronna Whitaker, '02, BA Psychology 
Ronna Whitaker is in her second year 
as a Master in Socia l Work degree 
student at Temple University Harrisburg 
in Harrisburg, Pa . Whitaker is also 
working toward a certificate in Critical 
Incident Stress Management through 
the International Critical Incident Stress 
Foundation, Inc. Upon graduation 
from Temple, Whitaker expects to be a 
member of a Critical Incident Stress 
team as part of her pro bono work in 
the field. Whitaker credits her husband 
Gary for "putting her through" for the 
past 12 years. 

Homer Wimberly Jr. , 
'92, BSAST Electronics 
Homer Wimberly Jr. obta ined a certificate 
in electron ics warfa re (EW) through the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineers and the University of Maryland. 
A program management special ist in 
EW for six years, Wimberly is a member 
of Sigma Iota Epsilon, a management 
honors society. 

James 0 . Wright Jr., '90, BSHuS 
James 0. Wright, Jr., founder and 
president of The Wright Associates, 
received his PhD in industrial education 
and technology from Iowa State University 
in Ames, Iowa, in 2003. He also holds an 
EdS in higher education/ educational 
leadership and an MSE in adult education 
training and development, both from 
Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. 
He is a Certified Safety Professional 
through the Board of Certified Safety 
Professionals, a Certified Fraud Examiner 
with the Association of Certified Fraud 
Examiners, a Certified Protection 
Professional with the Am erican Society 
of Industria l Security, and is a Certified 
Audiometric Techn ician through the 
Council for Accreditation in Occupational 
Hearing Conservation. 

"Applause, Applause" 
Information for Invention 

New Job? Promotion? 
Award? Marriage? Baby? 

Did you move? 
If it's news to you, it's news to us! 

We invite you as a member of our family of Thomas 
Edison State College alumni to tell us about the exciting 
things happening in your life. Let us know what's new with 
you since you graduated from Thomas Edison State 
College, and we may include your updates in a future 
issue of Invention. Please tell us how your experience at 
the College changed your life . To contact us, please fi ll 
out the form below and mail it to: 

Thomas Edison State College, Invention Editor, 
l 01 W. State St., Trenton, NJ 08608; 
Fax it to (609) 984-1376; or 
E-mail your good news to lnvention@tesc.edu. 

You may include photos to accompany your news. 
All items will be published as space permits. 

Thank you for this opportunity so that we may 
better serve our valued Thomas Edison State College 
alumni family. 

Street Address --------------
0 Check here ii this is a new address 

City, State, Zip ____________ _ 

Day Phone __________ _ 

Evening 

E-mai l Address 

D Check here ii this is a new e-mail address 

Class Year Degree --- ---------

Information for Invention -----------


	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-001
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-002
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-003
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-004
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-005
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-006
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-007
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-008
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-009
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-010
	8_2_3-1_b03f25-2004Winter-011

